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Letter from the editor 

Photo contest set for anniversary issue 

IL is difficult Lo believe, buL soon we will be celebrating 

Meadowlark'.1· fiftl1 anniversm-y. That means we will have published 

five complete volumes or 20 issues. I have been overwhelmed with 

the wonderful volunteer spirit among Illinois birders. Not only can 

you folks bird well, but you can also wrile and draw well and take 

greaL photographs. 

To thank you and celebrate our success - I say our success - because 

the fact we are alive and thriving after five years is due Lo all our 

members, we are featuring an Avian Photo Contest for our 5th anni­

versary issue: Volume 6 No. 1. 

The winner receives a ye::u·'s membership in IOS for someone of 

their choosing. In addition, the winning photo will be published in the 

5th anniversary issue. Here ::u·e Lhe rules and how to enter. 

Theme: Celebration! Send us your best pholo(s) of a bird or birds 

that capture(s) the essence of celebraLion. I know this is anthropomor­

phizing a bit, but hey, we're celebrating! If you'd like, you can 

include a senlence on why you think your photo captures celebration. 

Only amateur photographs are eligible. No professional photogra­

phers who ear·n their income by Laking photos, please. The photo 

must have been taken of a bird (or birds) in the wild in Illinois in 

either 1995 or 1996. No zoo or captive bird photos, please. You musL 

indicate date and place of photo taken as well as species name in 

English ar1d Latin. Other information such as f-stop, film speed, and 

type of camera used is also requested. 

The phoLo must be original, taken by the person whose name is 

indicated as the photographer, and must not have been published else­

where. It must be eiLher a color prinL or a black-and-while prinL. 

No slides. 

lf you wanL your photo back, please include a self-addressed 

envelope with sufficient postage for reLurn. If you would like us to keep 

the photo for possible future use in Meadowlark, please let us know. 

PhoLos not meeting the above requiremenL� will be disqualified. All 

decisions are final. 

Submissions must be postmarked by August 15, 1996. Winner will 

he announced in Vol. 6 No. l ,  and the winning photo will be published 

in thaL issue. Send photo Lo: Meadow lark Pho Lo Contest, Sheryl De Vore, 

967 Braeburn Road, Mundelein, IL 60060. 
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President's Message 

Birding has become America's  
second most popular hobby, accord­
ing to a recent government survey. 
That raises the question: How can 
IOS help new birders? Our journal 
certainly helps by providing site 
guides, field notes, and other articles 
that can improve birding skills. 

But  there' s  more we can do. We 
could, for instance, offer workshops 
and field trips geared toward new 
birders. The workshops would intro­
duce beginners to aspects of birding 
that might take years for them to 
learn on their own. IOS would also 
benefit by gaining new members 
and more insight from those with 
varying degrees of skills and interest 
in birding. 

If you're excited by this vision 
and would like to be involved, let 
me know. And if you're a new birder, 
let us know how we can help. 

About our covet·: 

Stalfillustrator Brian K. Willis drew 
the Osprey, which sulllIIlered near Rock­
ford, Illinois in 1995. Sec Field Notes 
for specifics. 

Copyright@ by the Illinois Ornithological Society. 

No part of tlus journal may be reproduced wilhoul Ilic 
written permission of lOS aml thc chief eilitor, except 
brief passages ofa paragraph <M· less in wluch aUribulion 
is made to the journal and aulhor. 
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BREEDING BIOLOGY 

OF HOUSE SP ARROWS: 

Observations of a Suburban Colony 

House Sparrows (Passer 
domesticus) first appeared in NorU1 

America at New York in 1852. The 

introduction of this species as an aid 

to farmers was supported and en­

couraged by Uie United States. But 

a mere 22 years later, when the spe­

cies first appeared in Uie Chicago 

area, the favorable public opinion 

had already radically changed (Bar­

rows 1889). 

House Sparrows are human 

comensals and are rarely found away 

from urban or agricultural habitats. 

Cities in the 1800s provided an envi­

ronment ideal for House Sparrows: 

buildings with nooks and crannies for 

nesting and roost sites and an abun­

dance of food. This food came indi­

rectly from the care and maintenance 

of the primary means of transporta­

tion - horses - as spilt feed and 

undigested seeds in manure. With Uic 
beginning of automobile transporta­

tion, sparrow abundance shifted from 

cities to rural agricullure areas (Rand 

1956). Most North American studies 

of House Sparrows have examined, 

understandably, rural sites where 

spairnw numbers are often enhai1ced 

by concentrations of farm animals 

(see Lowther and Cink 1992). Here 

I report general data on breeding 
biology from a suburban sparrow 

population. 

House Sparrow, 5 May 1995. 
Salisbury, IL. Plwto by Dennis 

Oehmke. 

Vol. 5, No. I 

METHODS 

Study Site: In October and No­

vember 1987, I placed 7 nestboxes 

on the garage al my residence in 

Homewood, Cook County, Illinois. 

Nestboxes measured about 14 x 14 x 

20 cm with a 3.8 cm diameter en­

trance hole, and were placed between 

1.7 and 2.4 m above ground. In suc­

cessive years I added Lo Uie number of 

nestboxes until 25 were present in 

1995. Median nearest neighbor dis­
tance for boxes was 61 cm (range 20 

- 521 cm, n= 25). 

Homewood is located about 3 7 

km south of Chicago at about 4 1_ 33' 

N, 87 _ 39' W, at 200 m elevation. 

Homewood is a residential village 

with population of 19,278 ( 1990 cen­

sus) or 1,404 per km2 and is sur­

rounded by other similar Chicago 

suburbs. Nearest croplands are iso­

lated fields about 3 km distant; near­

est livestock are much farther away. 

Field Routine: Nestboxes were 

checked regularly lo allow determi­

nation of dates of egg laying, hatch­

ing, nest losses, and young birds leav­

ing the nest. For the first few years 

this interval was once every 3 days; 

for later years, every other day. Occa­

sionally, due to m y absence, a longer 

interval was necessary; sometimes 1 

checked nests daily. For each nest 

check, I recorded nesl contents. I 

numbered eggs and measured length 

and width to nearest OJ mm and mass 

to the nearest 0. 1 g. 1 measured young 

Lo the nearest 0.25 g and banded them 

B y  Peter E. Lowther 

wilh USF&WS bands when they 

reached 15 - 20 g in mass. Actual, or 

estimated, mass of surviving young 

at age 7 days was used as a measure 

of nestling quality. These procedures 

were the same I had used elsewhere 

(Lowther1979, 1983;seealsoMurphy 

1978a, 1978b). Completed clutches 

were those clutches known to be 

incubated and/or containing a "last" 

egg with less dense pigmentation 

spotting (see Lowther 1988). I could 

not account for the fate of all eggs at 
hatching; number of young hatching 

recorded was either minimum hatch 

(which counted only those young 

known to have hatched), or maxi­

mum hatch (which assumed that 

unaccounted eggs hatched). Young 

known or presumed to have left the 

nest contributed to measures of nesl­

ling survival. 

Brood XIII of periodic cicadas 

(Megacicada ssp) emerged during 

1990 in tlle Homewood area. Cicadas 

were above ground between 28 May 

and 6 July, with peak numbers 

about 17June1990. On 18July 1993, 

I positioned 12 boxes (including 2 

with active nests) about 16 cm higher 

in response to a period of systematic 

predation by a cal. Europcm1 Star­
lings (Sturnus vulgaris) used l or 2 

boxes during 5 years of the study, 

gaining entrance either by lifting Ule 

box's lid and ente1ing the Lop (this 

method prevented by adding latches 
Lo most boxes) or by enlarging the 

entrance hole. Two boxes available 
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in 1993-1995 had been made with an 
enlarged entrance as an attempt to 
appease and direct starling interest 
to these boxes as potential nest sites 
and limit their interference with nest­
ing sparrows. 

RESULTS: 

Dates of first eggs of first 
clutches ranged between 24 March 
(in 1990) and 15 Ap1il (in 1992); 
dates of first eggs of last clutches of 
season varied between 3 July (in 1994) 
and 1August(in 1993). Modal clutch 
size was 5 eggs; ranging from 1 to 6 
(mean = 4.6, sd = 0.76, n = 220). 
Mean egg mass was 2.78 g (sd = 0.28, 
n = 1086). Incubation period, mea­
sured from penultimate egg to date 
of hatching was 11.9 days (sd = 0.37, 
n = 183; 9 - 17 days); nestling period, 
measured from date of hatch until 
young left the nest, was 14.7 days (sd 
= 2.16, n = 134; 9 - 19 days). Mass, at 
age 7 days, of those young that sur­
vived to leave the nest was 19.24 g (sd 
= 4.55, n = 383; range 5 - 29.8 g). 
Included among these young were 27 
raised during the cicada emergence; 
mean 7-day mass of these young was 
23.59 g (sd = 2.92; range 16 - 29.5 g). 
Modal brood size was 3 young. Sum­
mary of breeding success is given in 
Table 1. Overall egg survival was 
37% for all eggs laid (40% for eggs 
in completed clutches); hatching 
success for completed clutches was 
between 71%and 76% depending on 
minimum or maximum hatching 
estimates; between 49% and 52% of 
young survived lo leave the nest. 

Over all 8 years, nesting produc­
tivity, measured as young produced 
per egg, was 0.45. For 1990, the 
cicada year, survival was enhanced 
for those clutches active at the same 
time of cicada emergence; only6 nests 
with young were influenced but pro­
ductivity was highest of all years at 
0.70 young/egg. Regular predation 
during two years - by a cat in 1993 
Laking 11 broods and by a raccoon 
family and, apparently, American 
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Crows (Corvus brachyrhynchos) in 
1995 taking 18 broods - resulted in 
the lowest annual productivity of all 
years at 0.27 young/egg in 1993 and 
0.25 young/egg in 1995. A heat spell 
in 1995, with temperatures up Lo 
41 C, caused deaths in two broods 
of half grown young. 

DISCUSSION: 

Broad, general descriptions and 
measures of nesting activity on-louse 
Sparrows are really very similar to 
and not unusually different from 
findings reported by other Midwest­
ern studies including one I had con­
ducted in Kansas (Lowther 1979, 
1983). My subjective impressions of 
differences point to lower abundance 
and quality of food resources when 
compared with rural habitats, espe­
cially farmsteads with feedlot opera­
tions, and are not unexpected. Nest­
ing starts later and ends earlier; mean 
clutch size is lower; general produc­
tion is lower in terms of eggs laid and 

young produced. 

Comparisons with other studies 
are certainly valid means to help 
understand patterns of variation. My 
Kansas study is one prime source of 
comparison since subjective impres­
sions of both studies have the same 
source and bias. Obvious differences 
between this Illinois study and my 

Kansas work include factors of Lime 
(different years of study), location 
(e.g., latitude, longitude), weather 
(e.g., temperature, precipitation, sea­
son) and habitat (9 rural Kansas 
farmsteads with livestock vs. subur­
ban residential areas). My discussion 
emphasizes this difference in habitat, 
but I have controlled for none of 
these other factors. 

Pitt's (1979) work near Martin, 
Tennessee, shows a more proper de­
sign to compare differences between 
rural and urban sparrow populations, 
but bis data are somewhat limited. 
His two sites, located 50 km aparl, 
provided 2 years of data on nesting 
auempts and 1 yem· of comparison 

for nesting success. Rural birds had 
larger clutch sizes than su burbm1 birds 
(rural: 4.9 eggs/nest, n = 40 vs. sub­
urban: 4.4 eggs/nest, n = 33); and 
rural birds were more productive (ru­
ral: 66 young/166 eggs =0.41 young/ 
egg vs. suburban: 38/143 = 0.27 
young/egg; Pitt 1979). For 
Homewood sparrows, clutch size (= 

4.6 eggs/nest), produclivity (= 0.45 
young/egg) and lengt11 or season (= 

98 days) are "low" compared to other 
rural studies. These results m·e what I 

would expect given subjective im­
pressions of availability of food re­
sources. Suburbia is not a high qual­
ity habitat for House Sparrows. Other 
Midwest studies, from south to north, 
include tl10se of Anderson (1977, 
1978) at 3 farmsteads near Portage 
des Sioux, Missouri; Will ( 1969, 1973) 
at 2 feedlots near McLeansboro, Illi­
nois; North (1973) al Coldspring, 
Wisconsin, a rural village of 12 
houses; and Anderson (1994) al 4 
dairy farms near Pellston, Michigan. 
Brief summary information for these 
studies are tabulated in Table 2. Pat­
terns are hard to see. Clutch size in 

Ten-day-old nestling from box G03 
on 6 May 1995. Four eggs were 
laid and 3 hatched about 26 April. 

1·wo young survived until 11 May 
when predated by raccoons. 
Photo by Peter Lowther. 
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House Sparrows, as for many other 
species, Lends to increase with lati­
tude(Murphy 1978a, Summers-Smith 
1988), a fact that would confound 
any effort Lo make "good" habitat -
"bad" habitat comparisons. Similarly, 
length of the breeding season of more 
northern sites Lends to be shorter lhan 
that of southern locations (Murphy 
1978a). Nesting success (young pro­
duced per egg) seems remarkably 
similar for ahnost all sludies. Pill's 
(1979) low value for suburban spar­
rows, based on limited data from a 
single year, may just represent a "bad" 
year, similar to the low productivity 
value for 1993 and1995 in this present 
study. Other measures of productiv-

A mirror's view of nest 

contents. Photo by 
Peter Lowther. 

suburban birds of this study produced 
only 1 or 2 clutches. Wilhin the Kan­
sas study, differences between farms 
with high and low values of sparrow 
productivity were caused by differ­
ences in the number of broods reared 
(Lowther 1983). This factor - num­
ber of broods - is likely the major 
cause of differences belween rural 
and urban sparrow populations. 

All 25 nestboxes are located 
within a 4 m diameler circle; such a 
nesting densily is not unusually high 
(McGillivray 1980,pcrs. obs.). I knew 
of an additional 11 sparrow nest sites 
localed in or on nearby neighborhood 
buildings. Together this assemblage 
of nests comprised a loose colony 
(Summers-Smith 1963) distributed 
within an area less than 1 block in 
size. The concentration of nesting al 
the garage was due, in p�m, lo an 
abundance of safe nest sites provided 
by nestboxes. Acceptance of nest-

boxes was somewhat gradual. Total 
neslings increased over the 8 years 
along with increasing number of 
nestboxes, bul nesting activity (= 

clutches/neslbox) showed a big 
jump belween the first 3 years (1.2 -
1.3 clutches/neslbox) mid the lasl 5 
years (1.7 - 2.0 clutches/neslbox; 
sec Table 1). 

Not all nestboxes were equally 
successful. Crude groupings of 
neslboxes into "front" (n = 10 nest­
box sites), "side" (n = 6 sites), and 
"back" of garage (n = 7 sites, exclud­
ing 2 with E uropem1 Strufo1g inter­
ference), reflect increasing degrees 
of exposure of human disturbm1ce in 
the form of "normal" daily activity in 
and near the back yard and gm·age. 
Front boxes were east- or south-fac­
ing boxes facing the house and drive­
way; side boxes were south-facing; 
and back boxes were not visible from 
the house mid were placed on the west 
side of garage with wesl- or south­
facing entrm1ce holes (some of these 
boxes had entrance holes on side of 
box). Back nestboxes produced 1.86 
young/nesting, front nestboxes pro­
duced 1.3 7 young/nesting, and side 
nest-boxes were intermediate (1.58 
young/nesting). The hot spot of spar­
row nesting activity was localed on 
the southwest corner of the gm·age, 
including the 2 far boxes on the side 
and 3 on the back. 

ity such as eggs/box or young/ 
box might heller describe a 
female's annual productivity; 
for Kansas these values are 
13. 09 eggs/box and 5.28 
young/box; in this study, these 
values are lower, 7.95 eggs/ 
box and 3.24 young/box. 
Nesting success is the same 
(about 40% ), but grealernest­
ing activity in rural Kansas 
produces more young birds: 

View of Homewood, IL study site slwwing 
14 of26 nest boxes available in 1995. 

Photo by Peter Lowther. 

Kansas sparrows would have 
3 or 4 clutches per year, the 

The author's daughter, Gloria Lowther, uses a mirror 
to check the nest contents of a House Sparrow nest 

box on 6 May1995 in Homewood, IL. 

Photo by Peter Lowther. 

5 



Although House Sparrows may 
not provide the same appeal as 
studies of endangered species in 
natural habitats, their population 
biology shows responses just as 
complex relative to tJ1e environment. 
Variation occurs from time to time, 
from place to place, and from bird to 
bird. As these factors arc examined 
and interactions understood, patterns 
of explanation emerge. The excite­
ment and drama are there. 
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Table 1. Summ ary information of nesting aclivity and success in a suburban 
House Sparrow colony at Homewood, Illinois. 

Year Boxes1 Clulches2 Eggs3 Young Season4 

1988 7/6 717 32/32 17 12 Apr - 10 Jul 

1989 10/9 14/11 47/44 13 11 Apr - 15 Jul 

1990 15/13 22/17 73/61 43 24 Mar - 07 .Tu! 

1991 15/13 27/25 115/108 60 10 Apr- 17 Jul 

1992 17117 33/29 135/123 66 15 Apr -16Jui 

1993 22/22 50/43 1981174 47 12 Apr - 01 Aug 

1994 22/20 44/41 195/185 78 29 Mar - 03 Jui 

1995 25/23 52/47 232/219 54 01 Apr - 17 Jul 

Number of nestboxes available; number of nestboxes used. 
Number of clutches initiated; number of completed clulchcs. 
Total eggs laid; tolal eggs laid in completed clutches 
Date of first egg of first clutch of year and last clutch of year. 

Table 2. Comparison of several House Sparrows studies. The following 
studies, as listed in table, provide data for this table: Pitt (1979), Will (1973), 
Lowther (1983), Anderson (1978), this study, Norlh (1973), and Anderson (1994) 
provide data for table. 

Site Lat-Long 

Martin, TN (suburb) 36-089 

(rural) 

McLeansboro, IL 38-088 

Portage des Sioux, MO 39-090 

Lawrence, KS 39-096 

Homewood, lL 
Coldspring, WI 
Pellston, MI4 

41-087 

43-089 

45-087 

Years & Mean Young/ 
Clutches1 Clutch Egg 

2/ 33 4. 0.27 

1/ 27 4.92 0.40 

3/337 4.56 0.35 

5/620 4.67 0.40 

411423 5.14 0.40 

8/220 4.61 0.37 

1/ 76 4.813 0.31 

6/340 4.96 0.56 

Years of study/number of completed clutches. 
Based on 2 years, 40 clutches 
Based on 2 years, 103 clutches 
Field season missed first clutches. 

Season 

??Mar - '!?Aug 

20 Mar - 10 Aug 

17 Mar - 14 Aug 

07 Mar - 25 Aug 

24 Mar - 01 Aug 

09 Apr - 10 July 

?? Apr - ?? Aug 

Figure 1. House Finch in Illinois, 1987-1995. Data provided by Projecl 
FeederWatch. Modified from graphs provided by Ken Rosenberg, Chief 
Scientist, Projecl FeederWatch. 
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Figure 2. House Sparrow in Illinois, 1987-1995. Data provided by Project 
FcederWatch. Modified from graphs provided by Ken Rosenberg, Chief 
Scientist, Project FeederWatch. 

The House 

Finch 

in Illinois 

by Nancy Bent 

This well-known slory 

started when California cage bird 
dealers shipped wild-caught I louse 
Finches ( carpodacus mexicanus) to 
New York dealers in 1940 for sale as 
"Hollywood finches." To avoid pros­
ecution under the International Mi­

gratory Bird Treaty for possession 

of a native species, the New York 
dealers released t11e birds. Ilouse 
Finches were soon observed in the 

wild on Long Islm1d, and have been 
increasing lheir range ever since 
(Elliott and Arbib 1953, I3enL 1968). 
House Finches were seen in New 
Jersey by 1949 (Leck 1987), in Vir­

ginia in 1962, reached Ohio in 1965, 
were round breeding there in 1981 
(Peterjohn 1989), and were first ob­
served in Illinois at Ml. Vernon 

continued on page Y 
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House Finch at 
Springfield, IL. 27 

April 1993. Photo by 
Dennis Oehmke. 

House Finch Disease Rises in Illinois: Birders Can Help Cornell Lab Track the Disease 

From November 1994 through 

March 1995, Cornell Lab of Or­
nithology's Project FeederWatch 
participants have reported an 

increase in the numbers of House 
Finches at Illinois feeders that 
have contracted a respiratory disease 

caused by the bacterium, Myca plasma 
gallisepticum, which usually infects 
poultry (Dhondt 1995). Some 1,500 

participants are monitoring the dis­
ease which is spreading among 
House Finches in eastern North 
America. Since 1994, birders have 
noticed House Finches with red, 
swollen, crusty eyes. The disease typi­
cally infects chickens and poses no 
risk to humans, but it can be fatal to 
House Finches. Birds' eyes swell to 
the point that they can not see. They 
then have a difficult time finding 
food and may starve. 

Cornell Lab is tracking the dis­
ease through its House Finch Disease 
Survey. Volunteer parlicipants record 
the amount of House Finches in their 

8 

backyards and at feeders, and the 
amount which exhibit signs of the 

disease. From November 1994 Lo 
March 1995, the number of partici­
pants who reported sick finches at 

feeders has doubled. Other birds do 
not seem to be affected and House 
Finch populations appear to be 
holding steady (Dhondt 1995). 
"Most diseases in wild animals go 
through periods of increase and de­
crease without causing permanent 

changes in populations," said George 
Kollias, Professor of Wildlife Medi­
cine at Cornell University. How tl1is 
House Finch disease is spread, 
"whether species other than House 
Finches in the wild may be affected, 
and whether infected birds can re­
cover and smvive is not yet known," 
said Kollias. 

Long-term data will be the best 
measurements of the impacts of this 
disease. Long-term data could also 
be used to detennine what to do if a 

threatened or endangered species 

contracts a potentially fatal disease 

(Dhondt 1995). 

Cornell Lab wants all data 

whether or not you sec diseased 
birds. "If participants who don't see 
sick birds stop sending in their 
forms while participants who see 

sick House Finches continue to sub­

mit data, the data set will show an 
apparent increase in the disease -

but it won't be a real increase," said 
Andre A. Dhondt, Director of Bird 
Population Studies at Cornell Lab 

(1995). 

Call 1-800-843-BIRD for spe­

cific information on how to report 
data, and how you can help track the 
disease. 

- Sheryl De Vore 
967 Braeburn Road 

Mundelein, Il 60060 
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House Finches, 
continued from page 9 

(Jefferson County) in November 1971 

(Bohlen 1986). 

In fact, the Breeding Bird Survey 

shows a phenomenal increase of 21 % 
per year from 1966-1979 in the region 

east of the Mississippi (Robbins et al. 

1986). In 1982, the first House Finches 

confirmed breeding in Illinois were 

found wilh chicks in Robinson 

Finches in the laboratory (Kalinoski 

1975), and this correlates with field 

observations from the western United 

States (Bent 1968), observers of the 

two species' interactions in the east­

ern states report a standoff (Elliott 

and Arbib 1953, Katholi 1967). 

House Finches and House Spar­
rows have almost exactly the same 

adult diet ( Dent 1968 ). I3oth live in 

areas of human activity and nest 

around buildings and on ivy-covered 

the House Finches. This anecdotal 

evidence is c01rnborated by Kricher 

(1983), who reported that House 

Sparrows had ceased to nest on a 
college campus in Massachusetts 

after the arTi val of House finches. 

Eastern House Finches have 

undergone a clear evolutionary mor­

phological divergence from their 

parent population (Aldrich and Weske 

1978). Eastern House Finches more 

frequently coexist with House Spar-

(Crawford County) on 
the eastern edge of the 

state (Bohlen 1986). Ily 
1987 they were still more 

common on the eastern 

side of the state and were 

steadily increasing else­

where in Illinois (Bohlen 

1989). House Finches 

were first confirmed 

breeding in Cook County 

in 1985 (Anderson pers. 

com.). The House 

Finches we observed 

breeding in our yard in 

1991 nested in a hanging 

planter on our front 

porch. This is a common 
nest site, as are dense 

House Finch feeding young at nest in Springfield, IL. 9 June 1986. Photo by Dennis 
Oehmke. 

conifers, street lamps, ivy growing 
on buildings, and similar human­

altered landscape features (Hill 

1993). According to the Cook 

County Nesting Season Bird Census, 

House Finches have increased in 

total numbers observed during the 

report period of 1-14 June from 6 
birds in 1985 to 870 birds in 1995 
(Anderson pers. com.). 

Interaction 
with House Sparrows 

When we first started observing 

House Finches at our feeders in 1987 
they were far outnumbered by House 
Sparrows (Passer domesticus) and 
appeared to be dominated by them. 

While one researcher found House 
Spairnws to be dominant to House 

VoL 59 No. l 

walls (Wootton 1987). Direct com­

petition apparently occurs between 

House Sparrows and House Finches, 
as three researchers have found a 

correlation between rising House 

Finch numbers and falling popula­

tions of House Sparrows (Kricher 

1983, Robbins et aJ. 1986, Wootton 

1987) 

The Cook County Nesting Bird 

Season Census has not demonstrated 

as clear a negative correlation be­
tween House Finch numbers and 

House Sparrow numbers as found by 

otl1er rcscai·chers. House Sparrow 

numbers in Cook County ba ve under­

gone tremendous fluctuations be­

tween years (Anderson pers. com.). 
However, we have found that there 
are many fewer House Spcurnws in 

our neighborhood and at our feeders 

limn there were before the arrival of 

rows than do U1cir western conspecif­

ics. The increased presence of House 
Sparrows may have provided the se­

lection pressure responsible for the 
evolution of the eastern House Finch 

into a competitor superior lo the House 

SpaITOW (Kricher 1983). 

Project Feeder-Watch is a volun­

teer program coordinated by Cornell 

University's Lab of Ornithology and 

The Long Point Bird Observatory in 

Ontario, Canada. Statistics for com­

mon species which utilize bird feed­

ers have been compiled from 

data provided by volunteers observ­

ing feeders in tl1eir yards from the 

winter of 1987/1988 to the present. 

Although these statistics have not 

yet been published, Diane Tessaglia 
of Project FeederWatch was kind 

enough to provide me with the data 
for Illinois (Laboratory of Ornithol-· 
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ogy pers. com.). Figure 1 illustrates 

the increase in mean numbers of 

House Finches visiting bird feeders 

in Illinois, with the corresponding 

increase in percent of total feeders 

visited. The upward trend in boU1 

measures of House Finch numbers 
is evident from the graph. When 

these data are compared with a simi­
lar graph prepared for House Spar­

rows in Illinois over the same time 

period (Figure 2), a less obvious but 

still clear downward trend in House 

Sparrow numbers becomes evident. 

While House Sparrows are found at 

over 90 percent of reporting feeders 

each year, the mean number of birds 

reported per feeder, though fluctuat­

ing, is dropping. It will be interesting 

to see if this trend continues as 

Project FeederWatch continues to 

compile the data provided by their 

many volunteers. 
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Bohlen (1989) listed ilie House 

Finch as an "uncommon permanent 

resident and increasing," and noted 
that nesting had occurred in all sec­

tions of the state. Although they are 

now more common in the Cook 

County region than they are in the 

remainder of the state (Hill 1993), 
we have observed House Finches on 

every birding trip we have made in 

Illinois, providing that the trip in­

cludes at least some areas of human 

habitation. 

The conversion of vast areas of 

forest, grassland, and desert into 

uniform areas of lawns, ornamental 

trees, and buildings has created enor­

mous areas of ideal habitat for both 

western and eastern House Finches 

(Hill 1993). It is possible that the 

eastern House Finches are more de­

pendent on artificial feeding than 

their western relatives (Aldrich and 
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Weske 1978), so as farmland contin­

ues to be converted to housing devel­
opments in Illinois, and as more 

people feed the birds that remain after 

this conversion, we can expect U1e 

numbers of our newest species lo 

continue to rise. Although we <U'e still 

explaining to puzzled homeowners 

what the "red sparrows" at their feed­

ers are, it is probable that the House 

Finch will soon be as familiar to U1em 

as their other back yard cohorts. 

Acknowledgments 

Diane Tessaglia and Ken 

Rosenberg of the Cornell Lab of Or­

niiliology and Alan Anderson of the 

Chicago Audubon Society all pro­

vided unpublished data which con­

tributed substantially to this paper. 

Roger Reason provided helpful com­

ments on an earlier draft. 

Leck, Charles F. 1987. Update 

on House Finch range. Records of 

New Jersey Birds 13: 18-19. 

Peterjohn, Bruce G. 1989. The 

birds of Ohio. Bloomington, IN: Indi­

ana University Press. 

Robbins, Chandler S., Danny 

Bystrak and Paul H. Geissler. 1986. 
The Breeding Bird Survey: its first 
fifteen years, 1965-1979 (Resource 

Publication 157). Washington, DC: 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Root, Terry. 1988. Atlas of win­

tering North American birds: an 

analysis of Christmas Bird Count 

data. Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press. 

Wootten, J.T. 1987. Intcr­

specific competition between intro­

duced House Finch populations and 

two associated passerine species. 

Oecologia 71: 325-331. 

-Bent 
Brookfield 'Zoo 

8400 West 31 st St. 
Brookfield, IL 60513 

Meadowlark 



The Chicago Peregrine 
Release & Restoration (CPRR) pro­

gram celebrated its 10th anniversary 
in 1995. With a proposal before the 
federal legislature to remove the 
Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) 
from the Endangered Species !isl, it 
is an appropriate time to update Illi­
nois birders on this species' status. 

Historically, 400-500 breeding 
pairs of peregrines nested cast of the 
Rocky Mountains. By the 1 960s, 
largely due to the effects of DDT, 
there were none. When CPRR began, 
only 4 ten-itorial pairs of peregrines 
were known for the entire Midwest. 
Last year the Raptor Center in Min­
nesota reported 62 Midwcsl tetTito­
rial pairs, 4 1  of which were success­
ful in fledging young. Illinois had i ls 
first successful breeding since 1951 
when two chicks fledged from a 
downtown Chicago nest in 1988. 

Young tagged Peregrine Falcon 
photographed at Fermi/ab, Batavia, 
DuPage Counly. April 1988. Photo 
by Rudy Dorner courtesy of 
Fermilab Visual Media Services. 

The Peregrine Falcon: 

Time to D elist? 

Chicago has been 
showing an in­
crease nol only in 
the number ofler­
ritorics but also 
the number of 
young fledged per 
year (Table 1). 

Begun in 
1985, CPRR 

joined efforLs already underway to 
reestablish the peregrine falcon in the 

Midwest. Over a five year period, 
1986-1990, CPRR released 46 im­
mature falcons. This was just a small 
portion of approximately 660 per­
egrines reintroduced throughoul U1e 
Midwest from 1982 to 1993. As this 
number grew and more peregrines 
returned to breed on their own, the 

annual number of released peregrines 

gradually decreased. By 1995, only 
one release program in the Midwest 
is active; Kentucky is currently in its 
third year of a five year program. 

Most states, including Illinois, 
have shifted into the second phase or 
restoration which involves the moni­
toring and managing of tl10se per­

egrines holding territories. Project 
personnel ensure the safely of the 
falcons, assess their health, track resi­
denl and migrant birds, and serve Lo 
educate ilie public aboul U1e species. 

WiU1 population numbers on the 
rise, 1mmy are claiming a vicLory for 
the peregrine ' s  recovery. Last fall, 
the Arctic Peregrine Falcon was re­

moved from the Endangered ancl 
Tlircatene<l Species lisl. Currently, 

By Mary Hennen 

the peregrine population for the con­
tinental US and lower Canada is un­
der consideralion for delisling. Even 
if the delisLing occurs, peregrines 
will remain protected under the Mi­
gralory Bird Treaty Acl. 

As encouraging as this sounds, 

many feel that it is Loo early Lo claim 
such a victory. Once removed from 
the Endangered Species list, the per­
egrine loses many of the advantages 
iL had as a protected species. Con­
cerns have been expressed about 
maintaining our current steward­
ship activilies if money or other 

resources are focused away from 
peregrines Lo 0U1er species. 

With the loss of the endcu1gered 
status, it is possible that managers 

and owners of buildings that have 

nesting peregrines will be less co­
operative. Also, with less funding for 
personnel, the rmmpower to ensure 
breeding success may be forfeited. 
Either circumstance can have a nega­
tive impact on the peregrine popula­
tion. Some of the successful breeding 
statistics reported depend on numer­
ous individuals who look a[Ler the 
peregrines and work to ensure U1e 
success of each nest under their care. 
For instance, a high proporLion of the 
nesting peregrines arc residing in 
cilies away from the historic eyries. 
In 1995, three of the eighl immature 

peregrines that fledged from Chicago 
ncsls were retrieved off the city 
slrccts  after landing from their 
initial flight. Withoul personnel to 
look af'Ler Lhe peregrines, over 3 7 % of 
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last year's productivity might have 
been losl. 

The Raptor Center reports distri­

bution of Midwest nest sites as fol­
lows: buildings 56%, cliffs 30%, 
smokesLacks 7%, and bridges 7%.  

With only 30% of  the nesting per­
egrines in the Midwest residing in 

historic cliff eyries, a high proportion 
of the population utilizing artificial 
structures becomes jeopardized. The 
majority of the existing Midwest 
population is relying on humans in 
some manner for breeding success. 

The fonnal proposal to delist 
the peregrine reports a significant 
proportion of the success resulted 
from the banning of certain organo­
chlorines, such as DDT, in the U.S. 
The proposal does not respond to 

the issue of peregrines that feed 
upon migrant birds which winter in 
countries that still use DDT. 

Chicago' s  lakefront is part of a 
migration route for millions of  
birds, and the urban peregrines read­
ily feed on them. With the relative 
young age of the peregrines in the 

Chicago area, it may be too early to 
determine what impact these poten­
tially contaminated prey species will 

have. Peregrines also prey on shore­
birds that can ingest PCBs from feed­

ing along Lake Michigan. 

What docs this proposed delist­

ing mean for Chicago? No immediate 
changes are fortJ1coming for CPRR. 
Personnel will continue to watch 
over the Chicagoland peregrines ; 
tracking the falcons, banding young, 
and doing everything possible to en­
sure the successful breeding of the 
birds. 

The CPRR has recommended 
to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

that the peregrine be reclassified to 
Threatened status instead of im­
mediate delisting. Reclassification 
to Threatened status bas several ad­
vantages. While the peregrines ben­
efit from the continued additional 

protection, funding becomes avail­
able for endangered species in more 
immediate jeopardy. Secondly, it al­
lows for time in which areas that 
have not reached target peregrine 

populations numbers to do so includ­
ing historic sites. Finally, it also pro­

vides additional time Lo assess the 
long-term impacts of possible pesti­
cide contamination. 

One issue everyone can agree 

upon ; peregrine populations m·e en­

joying a resurgence in the Chicago 
area and the Midwesl. The hope is 
that this effort continues and realizes 
additional future success. 

For more information on the 
Peregrine Falcon and the Chicago 
Peregrine Release & Restoration 
Program contact: The Chicago Acad­
emy of Sciences, Chicago Peregrine 
Release & Restoration Program, 2060 
North Clark Street, Chicago, IL 

60614, (312) 549-0606 x2037 or 
(312) 477-HA WK. 

For more information on the 
history of the Peregrine Falcon in 

Illinois, see Meadowlark, Vol. 2 
No. 2. 

-Hennen 
Chicago Academy of Sciences 

2060 North Clark 
Chicago, IL 60614 

Table 1: Peregrine Productivity in the Chicagoland Area 1987-1995. 

S ile # of years 1 995 Adull 1 995 Produclivity Tola! Produclivily lo dale 
territory occupied Identity 
(# breeding) 

l 25 S, Wacker 1 0  (9) Jingles (M,86-IL) 4 eggs laid 34 eggs laid 
Chicago, IL. Harriet (F,85-!L) 4 halchcd 21 hatched 

3 flcdecd 1 5  flcdrcd 

Hyde Park 5 (2) Orion (M,90-Wl) 4 eggs laid 7 eggs la id 
Chicago, IL Magnolia (F,91 -Wl) 3 halchcd 4 halched 

2 fledged 3 fledged 

Broadway 2 (2) Franklin (M,90-IA) 4 eggs laid 7 eggs laid 
Chicago , IL Eleanor (f,93-Wl) 4 hatched 6 fledged 

3 flcdocd 5 fledged 

River Hl1ds 2 (2) male (blk band 7?7) 2 eggs laid 5 eggs laid 
Chicago, IL female lblk band 72Vl (I hatched 0 hatched 

Irving Park 8 wlknown 0 
Chicago, IL 

Lakeview 2 ur1known (I 
Chicago, IL 

Madison Rldg 1 ? eggs laid '/ eggs laid 
Chicago, IL last uccuoiecl 1 992 (I hatch (I halch 

l311l Cl!nlJc I 1 egg laid 1 egg lmd 
Chicago, IL lasl uceunicd 1 99 1  ( J  hatch U halcl1 

Evanston, IL I '/ eggs laid 'I eggs laid 
last occupied 1 990 '/ halch 7 hatch 

2 or 3 fledPc 2 or 3 flc<lEl: 
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Bird Finding Guide 

Nelson Lake Marsh: 

Birds, turtles, frogs, and butterflies 
abound at this 2 00-acre wetland 

One July, we were watching 
a snapping turtle with a baseball­
sized head when out of one of the 
wet areas at Nelson Lake Marsh 
walked two Sandhill C ranes. Then, 
behind them, followed one fuzzy 1-
foot-tall chick. They fed as they 
walked toward the peat ponds and 
then slipped out of sight. This could 
be the second confirmed nesting of 
Sandhill Cranes, a state-endangered 
species, atNelson LakeMarsh, a 200-
acre wetland located in east central 
Kane County near the town of Batavia. 

This site is part of the Kane 
County Forest Preserve system and 
was designated as an Illinois State 
Nature Preserve in 1981. Nalural ar­
eas include marshes, fens, and open 
water communities, with woodland 
and savanna bordering the wetlands 
on the west. Nelson Lake is a 40-acre 
glacial remnant. The preserve' s north 
end also contains numerous ponds, 
t11e result of peat mining operations 
in the early 1900s. 

Because of its habitat diversity, 
Nelson Lake Marsh is an excellent 
all-around birding spot, and a walk 
along its Lrails can yield a varied list 
ranging from the common to the un­
expected. We have observed 120 
avian species from March through 
September, including 11 tliat are 
state-endangered or state-tllreatene<l. 

Vol. 5, No. 1 

by Roger Reason and Nancy Bent 

The Illinois B reeding Bird Atlas 
lists an additional 16 species for 
this site. Among these are King and 
Virginia Rails, tlle state-threatened 
Common Moorhen, and ilie state­
endangered Yellow-headed Black­
bird and Black Tern. The Directory of 
Illinois Nature Preserves also lists 
t11e American Bittern and Wilson' s 
Phalarope, both endangered in Illi­
nois as being present at Nelson Lake 
Marsh. The 17 state-threatened or 

state-endangered species visiLing 
Nelson Lake represent 40 perccnl 
of t11ose listed for Illinois. 

Some b irds are widespread 
tlu-oughout the site. Common Yel­
lowtl1roats, Yellow Warblers, and 
Swamp Sparrows can easily be seen 
and heard anywhere in the weLland 
areas during spring and summer. 
Likewise, raptors, while not com­
mon, are a possibiliLy anywhere. 
Such species as Ospreys (state-en-

Nelson Lake Marsh: Sora drawing by Denis Kania. 
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dangered), Northern Harriers (sLate­

endangcrcd) and Turkey Vultures 

have been observed in the spring, and 

Red-tailed Hawks can be seen on al­

most any visit. 

For purposes of covering the less 

ubiquitous birdlife, we have divided 

the site into five areas shown on the 
accompm1ying map. 
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Directions: Nelson Lake Marsh can 

be reached by taking Main S treet west 

out of Batavia for about 4 miles and 

tmning souU1 (left) on Nelson Lake 

Road. Walch for the parking lot about 

one-half mile down on the right. Deer 

flies and mosquitos can be bother­

some in June �md July, so be prepared 

wilh long sleeves, long pant-;, and 

insect repcllanl. A brimmed hal is 

needed for protection from Lhe sun. 
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Area I 

Going south (left) from the 

parking lot, follow a trail leading 

past a large concrete pad with a sign 

detailing the history of the area, a 

p1imitive restroom, and then into the 

marsh. The trail loops around and 

joins itself again near the restroom. 

The soggy peat substrate and verdant 

vegetative growth on the outer part 

of the loop give a real feel for true 

marsh country. This is an excellent 

place to observe nesting Willow Fly­

catchers. Northern Orioles are occa­

sionally spotted, and American 

Woodcocks have been flushed here 

in the summer. Keep your eyes open 

during middle and late summer for 

the leopard frogs which frequent the 
wet areas of the path. They will bop 

out of your way at the very last sec­

ond. Minute American toadlets, re­

cently metamorphosed from tadpoles, 

are also common on this trail in late 

summer. During the very wet year of 
1993, it was almost impossible to 

walk any of the trails on the site with­

out kicking up a frog or toad with 

every other step. 

There is a small section of open 

water traversed by a wooden bridge 

at the southwest comer of this loop. 

Wood Ducks and Blue-winged Teal 

have been observed here, and this is 

a good spot for Soras and Least 

Bitterns. Soras are heard on almost 
any visit during the breeding season, 

but only a lucky few actually see 

these marsh skulkers. One of our 

most vivid birding memories at 

Nelson Lake is of slowly pushing 

our way through chest-high grasses 

on a sweltering June day and sud­

denly coming upon a Least Bittern 

in full view on the edge of this small 
pond. The bird allowed us a good 

look before it plunged into the cat­

tails. 

Vol. 5,  No. l 

Area 2 

The small area of trees sur­

rounding the ponds near the entrance 

are surprisingly good for observing 

birds during spring migration. Both 

species of kinglets, Fox Sparrows, 

and White-crowned Sparrows are 

early spring migrants seen mainly in 

the thick brush just below tlie park­
ing lot. Later in the spring, a variety 

of warblers and vireos frequent the 

area, especially the tall coltonwood 

trees growing near the ponds. Species 

observed include Blackpoll, Magno­

lia, Blackbumian, Bay-breasted, 

Black-and-White, Chestnut-sided, 

and Wilson's Warblers, and Warbling, 

Bell's, and Red-eyed Vireos. 

Brown Thrashers and Green Her­

ons are fairly common here during 

the spring and summer. Blue-gray 

Gnatcatchers, declining breeders in 

northern Illinois, have nested near 

the ponds and Orchard Orioles, 

which also breed at Nelson Lake, are 

occasionally seen here. The orioles 

are particularly attracted to the elder -

berries and black cherries growing in 

the brush below the parking lot. 

The ponds are also home to large 

numbers of bullfrogs and painted 

turtles, which can be observed during 

any warm weather visit. There is also 

a single false map turtle living in the 

larger of the ponds, and he can often 
be spotted basking on a log next to 

his more colorful companions. This 

is not typical habitat for this species, 

which is usually found in swift flow­

ing rivers. This individual, possibly 
came from the nearby Fox River and 

may have been released at the marsh. 

Area 3 

This trail leads along the marsh's  

northern edge toward the woods to 

the west. Two large shallow ponds 

j ust soutli (left) of the trail m·c the 

most interesting places for birding. 

Indeed, that is where we found the 

Sandhill Crane pair witli a chick in 

1 994 and again in the summer of 

1995. The parents mid chick were 

seen at the first large shallow pond 

south of the trail. 

Louisiana and Northern Water­

thrnshes use the ponds during spring 

migration and Soras have also been 

seen here in the spring when the sur­

rounding vegetation is not yet too 

high and thick. Great Egrets (state­
endangered) and Belled Kingfishers 

are fairly common around the ponds 

in spring and summer, mid an occa­

sional Black-crowned Night-Heron 

(state-endangered) as well as a Spot­

ted or Solitary Sandpiper can also be 

seen at this time of the year. Greater 

and Lesser Yellowlegs and Pectoral 

Sandpipers stop at the second pond 

during fall migration. 

Watch tlle first pond for gimit 

snapping turtles which can some­

times be seen cruising slowly along 

witll tlleir backs and heads just out 

of the water. On a good day, we have 

seen a score or more of these preda-· 

tory turtles. Do not confuse tllcm with 

tlle many non-native carp, which are 

always roiling up tile shallows. 

Cedar Wax wings, Eastern King­

birds, and Tree, Barn, and Northern 

Rough-winged Swallows are com­
mon throughout tllis area in spring 
and summer. Willow Flycatchers 

can be found by taking the branch 

splitting off tlle main trail opposite 
the second pond. Black-billed Cuck­

oos, uncommon summer residents, 

have been seen in tilis same section of 

woods during tile spring and summer. 
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Area 4 

The northwest corner of the pre­

serve can be loosely described as sa­

vanna. This area can be reached by 

following the trail from Area 3 straight 

up into the woods until it branches 

and taking the north (right) branch . 

The trail circles around and eventu­

ally joins itself again near the starting 

point. Magnificent bur oak trees tower 

above undergrowth characteristic oi 

old pastureland. Their field forms in­

dicate that the uplands were probably 

true savanna in pre-settlement times .  

This area i s  the best place to see 

Indigo B untings and House Wrens. 

Ring-necked Pheasants are often heard 

crowing here, and can sometimes be 

seen in the open grassy areas. There is 

also a bluebird trail running parallel 

to the fence line at the western edge of 

the preserve and extending from this 

area into Area 5. Eastern Bluebirds 

and Tree Swallows have been seen 

inspecting them. 

Area 5 

Taking the south (left) branch at 

the previously mentioned junction 

leads through a strip of woodland 

bordering the marsh. This area also 

has huge old bur oak trees, with a 

thick invading understory of mostly 

black cheny trees. The area is under­
going restoration work by The Nature 

Conservancy volunteers and the Kane 

County Forest Preserve District, and 

most of the undergrowth is being re­

moved. Brush clearing has revealed a 

number of young bur oaks, the next 

generation of these savanna special­

ists. Early spring migrants using the 

woods include White-throated and 

Fox Sparrows, Golden- and Ruby­

crowned Kinglets, Brown Creepers 

(s tate-threatened), Veerys (state­

threatened), and Swainson' s, Gray­

cheeked, and Hermit Thrushes. East-
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em Phoebes and Great-crested Fly­

catchers frequent thc area in tlle sum­

mer, and Cooper' s Hawks (state-en­

dangered) and Great Homed Owls 

are occasionally observed. On a good 

day during fall migration large num­

bers of warblers can be seen, particu­

larly in 1l1c brushy growtl1 along the 

fence line bordering the adjacent 

cornfields. American Redstarts, 

C<mada, Magnolia, n lack-and-White, 

and Wilson' s  Warblers have been 

spotted working tlle fence line and 

adjacent trees for those last few calo­

ries before moving farther south. 

As the trail heads south it reaches 

a point where it keeps going straight 

or angles left through the woods. 

Going straight leads to a dead end, but 

taking the left branch leads to an over­

look offering a sweeping view of the 

marsh and of Nelson Lake. The vista 

has few signs of human habitation 

and gives an idea of what this part of 

the state must have looked like before 

the settlers arrived. This spot can pro­

vide some interesting birding, but a 

spotting scope is recommended. 

Waterfowl, incl uding S now 

Geese, Common and Red-breasted 

Mergansers, Green-winged and Blue­

winged Teals, Northern Pintails, 

Wood Ducks, Shovelers, Gadwalls, 

Lesser Scaups, Ruddy Ducks, and 

Ring-necked Ducks use the lake dur­

ing spring migration, along with oc­

casional Pied-billed Grebes (state­

endangered), Forster's Terns (state­

endangercd), Double-crested Cormo­

rants (state- threatened), American 

Coots, and Bonaparte's Gulls. In the 

summer of 1991 a Ruddy Shelduck 

spent some time on the lake (probably 

tl1e same bird that was seen later t11at 

year at Baker' s Lake near Barrington 

about 30 miles away). 

From May tllrough July Sand­

hill Cranes are often heard calling 

and sometimes observed flying j ust 

above the marsh vegetation before 

dropping back down out of sight. You 

can also hear M<u-sh Wrens from lhe 

area in front of ilie overlook, but see­

ing them is more difficult. 

In the fall, migrating Ruby­

throated Hummingbirds feed on the 

jewelweeds immediately below the 

overlook, and hundreds of Purple 

Martins hawk insects over the lake. 

One year we observed m1 albino Purple 

Martin feeding witl1 a flock of its 

normally colored cohorts. 

After leaving the overlook, the 

trail heads nortll (right) along ilie east 

edge of tlle woods, affording further 

views of the marsh. In the spring this 

part of the pat11 is bordered by won­

derful blooms of wildflowers, tlle dis­

play changing as the season 

progresses. This trail leads back to 

the starting point, and turning cast 

(right) there takes the intrepid birder 

tl1rough Area 3 again and back to the 

parking lot. 

Nelson Lake is also known for 

its wealth of lepidopterm1 species.  

Ahnostany visitduring themainflight 

season (May - August) will yield 

monarchs, viceroys, alfalfas, pearl 

crescents, m1d least skipperlings, along 

with the occasional comma, question 

mark, and tiger and black swallow­

tail. Accidental and habitat-restricted 

species we have recorded include gi­

ant swallowtails and meadow fritil­

laries in Area 1, and Baltimores, 

banded hairstreaks, eyed browns and 

black dash, fiery, Dion, and broad­

winged skippers inArca 3. Bring along 

a butterfly field guide and your enjoy­

ment of this natural m·ea will be 

doubled. 
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Makeshift trees help photographer 
get natural shots of woodpeckers 

in his backyard 

As an avid photographer :md 

backyard bird feeder, I have often pon­

dered the difficulties of photographing one 

of my favorite backyard birds - the wood­

pecker. When a family member told me 

that an extremely large tree limb had fallen 

to the ground, I devised a way to get great 

shots of woodpeckers in my backyard. 

After at first wondering how I was going 

to get rid of this huge, cumbersome limb, I 
decided instead to plant it in my backyard. 

I could actually get three nice limbs from 

this tree. 

I soon had the limbs home and strate­

gically placed throughout the yard. These 

"trees" were placed in the ground much 

like you would place a bird feeder. I basi­
cally dug a hole and "planted" the trees. 

by Kevin Wright 

For the best photos, I decided the trees 

had to be set up so that the birds would 

feed off of them yet at the same time the 

setting would need to be as natural 

looking as possible . So, I drilled holes 

into the sides of the trees, then stuffed each 

with a small piece of beef suet. Then I 

could get some natural looking shots.  As 

long as I positioned myself in front of 

the tree so the holes could not be seen, 

everything appeared in its natural state. 

What a great way to feed and photograph 

birds. Your backyard habitat is also a 
great photography studio. Use it to its 

fullest. 

-Wright 
836 E. Ash 

Canton, IL 61520 

Wood Thrush Feeds Nesting Material to Fledgling 

Wood Thrushes (Hylocichla 
mustelina) breed in deciduous and mixed 

deciduous-coniferous forests throughout 

Illinois. The morning of 26 June 1993, I 

found a nearly completed Wood Thrush 

nest after I had tracked a singing and 

calling male for about 15 minutes. The 

nest was approximately 1.5 m high in a 

2.4 m sapling on a study site of mixed 

coniferous and deciduous forest 3 km 

north of the Mississippi Palisades State 

Park, Carroll County, Illinois. 

After standing at the nest for about 
1 minute, I noticed two Wood Thrush 

fledglings calling from a 6 m high branch 

about 10 m away. An adult, presumably a 

female because the male was still singing, 

began ehurring nearby. She then landed 
on the same branch as the fledglings with 

her bill full of straw mid dead leaves. I 

thought this was nesting material. I3ut 

immediately after she saw me standing at 

t he nest, she stuffed the closest begging 

fledgling' s  mouth with straw and dead 

leaves, and flew away. 

The fledgling first tried to swallow 

the material, but soon began choking up 

pieces of straw and dead leaves. The nest 

contained eggs when checked two weeks 

later. A literature search found no pub­

lished observations of this behavior in 

any bird species. 

-Robb T. Brumfield 
Laboratory of Molecular Systematics 
National Museum of Natural History 

Smithsonian Institution MRC 534, 
Washington DC 20560 
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A VIAN ARCHIVES 
by Charles "Ted" Black 

The B 1·endel Early Peol'ia Bini Lists 

The contributions of Frederick Brendel to early Illi­

nois bird hist01y have long been ignored. I here discuss 

his three early Peoria bird lists and indicate why lhey 
have so long been overlooked. It is my purpose Lo coJTcct 

this omission and give B rendel the credit he deserves. 

Background 

The only reference to B rendel in Illinois bird annals is 

that of Robert Ridgway, who lists in the bibliography of 

his "The Ornithology of Illinois" 1 889: "Brendel, F .  -

Vogel der Umgegend Peorias in Illinois . Giebel' s  

Zeticsh. Fur NaLurw., 1857, 420. (Not seen by me.)." 

Apparently this article in an obscure German language 

journal was not available to him, and has not been pursued 
by others. I found it in the University of Illinois (Cham­

paign!Urbana) library, copied, and translated It. '1he 

translated title is "B irds of the Vicinity of Peoria in 

Illinois." Brendel also reported a few Peoria birds in 
another article in this journal in 1859. 

Also ignored are B rendel' s  bird lists in two old 

Peoria Histories (1870, 1880), which I also examined in 

t11e University of Illinois library. B ird accounts in these 

old county histories are typically ignored as they are short 

and popularly written, often with vernacular names . Most 

such bird lists luu·dly qualify as credible scientific ac­

counts. In contrast, Brendel' s lists are substantially com­

plete with scientific and near-standard names. 

I have riled copies oftl1e above translation and the lists 

in the Peoria Histories witl1 the Illinois State Museum. 

Frederick Brendel 

B rendel was born in what is now Genmmy in 1 820. 
There he received bis medical training and developed an 

interest in botany. Following the political revolution of 
1848, he came to the United States in 1850. In 1 852, he 

settled in Peoria where be lived until his death in 1912. 
He is best known as one of Illinois' prominent early 

botanists, yet he also recorded much early Peoria bird 

history. His 1857 list is contemporary with those of 

Kennicott for Cook County ( 1854) and Pratten for 

Wayne and Edwards Counties (1855), m1d with Holder' s  

list of lllinois birds (1861). Brendel' s  1870 and 1880 lists 

me contemporary with tha.L of Nelson for northeastern 

Illinois (1876). Brendel ranks with such early physician­

naturalists as Phil R. Hoy of Racine, Wisconsin, who 

contributed to early knowledge of birds of the Chicago 

region, and Jared B .  Kittland of Cleveland, Ohio, for 

whom the Kirtland's Warbler was named. Brendel was 

quite tl1e versatile classic naturalist of bis day! 

··· · �Sit!r::i���� 
l0,��l1�Jjgq"(wfogsp��4:.�t($.�dard wjug:_l¢1tgth; 
W@�Ri!fouu.d · U!le�9!JWWPf:ii:niing some·of his i"den-

-----:-- - - ·:"-::::-----.-·. · - - - ---- ··-·.·-·.·.· . . -:-:· .  - - -· .. - · . . . -
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····\;:tomes.in au umm over the Ch:e,at L:ilkes::;� tli�r.:emay 
· he·· i.fuifusion 'here ·wilh Ule Ro.ugll-legged J fawk. · rn 
my ·opbil,tij/i:fu:·· �y.. b_e· sum·ewti�t juscified h1· hTu 
mistitke�/foifu: soiiie,cit- tlifl· tetniiiiofogy of his . . aay, 
the �d�should'ifr&r. Hawk had ·the common tiai:ne of 
Winttif°'Ra.w"k:f Fo( the Lon.g-e�ed OwL be &ives the· 
measw:eriienfa of :Oie' @-xterii:al �¥, Rtn le.scribes tbe 
Snowy OwL; a.s · "��9&1 dU:tf �whil� ana .brown."· 

����j£ia::r��=�� 
w¢ie · Mt i0g�U1er: 1. find .them "iD• uo· An1·eifoan 
caWlo�." !be m�slireri:ten t.s he p(es-eots ·ate tbos©- of 
ilJ�· :OSandbiH 'Ct.ane-... t90 srnall for "uip W11oopir1g 

· ·dhm�t' 'th�_e, b.iiils;. may." w�it have b.�ll' (us.t-staincd 

?1llt!t�����1i���� 
Brendel S. lis� in I.he 1870 Peoria Hi.s.tocy totals 

'1.77 specJes. with few commentS. IL inciudes 61  
waterfowl ·and·marsb birds, "2'3 aptor and game bfrds, 
and -9.3 other birds. Regarding uie Cardli.ua Parali:eet, 
bee. state. , 'l'be swarms of paroquets, which rnmb,led 
formerly in I.be wood .along the (�Jfoois). riv.er, .are 
gone for-�ver." OuLstanding additlons w tl1e 18:S7 list 

ai:e-tJJc.n::arliesL illinbis record of the· 'Gloss y Ibis,. •and 
- - .tl;ie:- ._econcr �ar.tib�M IIinois __r_tco.1;.t1 oft'b.e Wood S �o.rk: 
· · A.fso:: idd-ed .to: th& 4 857 usc are' tbe ' Wlii te Pelicml, 

W:b.OOpiq� Cmne1 LOng-b�eclCurl_ew, 'Swallow-tail� 
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1(:i_tej,Golden Eagle 's¢at:ee--<Jn1y-c>n���peci:tnen seen," 
Bhld �agl� '�iliQ�.tl_y seen in· a:y.oung st�l.e with brown 
head and qµL" .. :@lt. Even:ing Grosbeak "Wbieb was 

·ob et'M�d-'.ohl.Y: 6n.¢lf;'' H�corrects· atl error in the l 857 

HS1.:Jiqb�U.tnui:i,g.G1·eat Egret for Snowy EgreL. He .lists 
Royal)f�ifi (ft,, G9in:mon enoc in some early lists), 
wl�icli :ulldoubiectly···sboul� be .Caspian Tern, wllich 
is nftssing. 

The 1�80: List 

:arc;:_uclel'· list il1 tb'e 1980 Peoria History- is 
latgely a repeat of .tbe l870Ji t, b.ut :totals 185- pe ies 
not f8l as . given. in t11e· �xt)Y ll foCJuttes 65 water­

fowJ and .inirsb'bifils, 23 ..iaptrn:s aiid grun� birds; and 

���stn�l,��;r�e·:r�::::���::::����: 
few commenc . G0lden .Eagle ·�wbkh .iS.ver.y: -sparce," 

Wo� S.tbrk an.d Glossy lbi.S, "botb straggier:s frottt 
Ui� S'.oul.b.' ·This ·same list also appeared in ·a 1902 

·- Peoria Conn.t.y Jiistor9.-. 

Comparison with the:·1�·�.i�k� Li�t . 

The Brendel lists compare favorably with the 
better known Loucks list (1892) of 160 species (after 
removal of three sub-species) in Peoria and Tazewell 
Countics--44 waterfowl and marsh birds, 26 raptors 
and game birds, and 90 other birds. However, ll1e 
Loucks' account is more complete, giving seasonal 
occurrence, abund<uKe, breeding statu s, <wd nest 
records . 

-Black 
4714 Van Atta Road 

Okemos, MI 48864 

Loucks, W.E. 1892, B irds of Peoria and Tazewell 
Counties. Illinois MS in Peoria Public Library. 

Ridgway, R. 1889. The Ornithology of Illinois. S tate 
University of Natural History Pmt l Vol 1, 540 pp. 
Springfield, IL. 
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Earliest Mourning Dove Nest 
in Illinois 

During the first week of February 1995, Jane 
Friedman called to tell me aboutaMourning Dove Clenaida 
macroura) nesting in her Chicago backyard. She told me 
the cup-shaped, mainly mud nest, 20 feet above ground, 
was 3 feet from the house under an aluminum awning 
within an urban setting. Mourning Doves typically begin 
nesting in northeastern Illinois in early May (Hanson and 
Kossack 1 963). The early date prompted me to visit 
Friedman' s  home where I confirmed that a Mourning 
Dove was indeed sitting on two eggs inside a mud-filled 
cup, a deserted American Robin' s nest. To my know ledge, 
this is the earliest Mourning Dove nest in Illinois. 

Friedman said she saw the dove on its nest on 4 Feb. 
afterhaving heard in January frequentcourtship 'cooings' 
and observing material being added to this former robin's  
nest. On 11  Feb. I took photographs of the dove on the nest. 

Despite daytime temperatures during the first half of 
February which were well below freezing, a nearly 
ready-to-fledge Mourning Dove peeked out of the nest 
on 26 Feb. All the young fledged, although one became 
dinner for a local cat. 

This species typically makes two to three brood 
attempts per season although six broods have been re­
ported (Ehrlich and Dobkin 1988). Captive and wild dove 
studies have shown that 30 days is the most frequent time 
interval between young fledgling and the onset of a new 
nest (Hanson and Kossack 1963). 

Interestingly, two new young were observed in this 
same nest on 1 April 1996. This would mean eggs would 
have been laid prior to mid-March since incubation alone 
takes 14 days (Mirarchi and Baskett 1994). These doves 
probably started the second nest approximately a week 
after the first brood fledged. 

This nesting cycle continued as two more eggs were 
laid in the same nest by 20 April and a ready-to-fledge 
young was seen on 1 1  May. A fourth attempt in the same 
nest produced two eggs on 20 May and a hatchling on 
10 June. These additional nestings commenced within 
days of fledging. If these four nestings were by the 
same pair, it would tie the Illinois record set by a fertile 
Boone County dove pair in the late 1950s (Hanson and 
Kossack 1963). 

Most Mourning Dove nests in northeastern Illinois 
start in mid-May with no nest ever found prior to April 
(Hanson and Kossack 1 963 and an author's review of 
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published Illinois breeding season notes from all issues 
of Meadowlark and Illinois Birds & Birding). Despite 
the paucity of published early breeding records, Vernon 
Kleen, avian ecologist for the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources, said some nests might be started in 
mid-March in a rare year in extreme southern Illinois. 
Nesting occurs in late February to early March in south­
ern U.S .  latitudes (Mirarchi and Baskett 1994). WiU1 U1e 
date of this Chicago nesting at least as early as 4 Feb., 
this may represent the earliest nesting for this species 
north of the 38 degree latitude. 

The same deserted robins' mud nest was reused four 
consecutive times. The average number of renestings in 
the same nest is 1 . 1 3  in Illinois; the time gap between 
nestings was several days as compared with Ule Illinois 
average of 30 days between nestings (Mirarchi and Bas­
kett 1994). The same pair probably attempted a minimum 
of four nests. Illinois' average is 2.0. Every nest was 
successful. Illinois' average nest success rate is 66% 
(Mirarchi and Baskett 1994) . This pair probably produced 
eight eggs and at least six young fledged. The average 
number of young fledged per pair is only 2.38 in Illinois; 
the national average is 3 .6 (Mirarchi and Baskett 1994). 

Warm temperatures, especially at night, is a signifi­
cant factor in determining the onset of breeding in 
Mourning Doves (Mirarchi and Baskett 1994, Hanson 
and Kossack 1963) The watmest Januai·y in Chicago 
history was 1995 . In fact, a warming trend Ule last week 
of January put temperatures well above freezing. What­
ever the reasons, this pair of Mourning Doves broke 
most Illinois conventions and expectations rcgai·ding its 
typical breeding cycle. 
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Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 
in McHenry County 

At 10 a.m. 6 June 1995, Dave Miller of McHenry 
was driving north on Route 31 north of the village of 
Ringwood and south of the entrance to the McHenry 
County Conservation District's Glacial Park. Out of the 

comer of his eye, Miller noted an unusual bird silhouette 
on a western fenceline. He pulled over to look and discov­
ered an unmistakable male Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 
(Tyrannusforjicatus) perched on the fence by an orchard. 
The bird flew up and off along the fenceline hawking for 

insects. It landed so Miller could get a second good look 

before it flew off with a spread Lail. 

Miller drove quickly to the nearby conservation dis­
trict office and called me. Twenty minutes later I was 
there and saw the bird silting on the same fence, as Miller 
drove toward me from the north. I enjoyed a good 15 
minutes viewing the bird as it perched and flew over the 
field near the fence before it finally flew across the 
highway in front of my car to give me an even better 
look. The lighting could not have been better for us to 
see the bird. Total viewing Lime was about an hour. 

Mourning Dove on nest in Chicago 
backyard on the incredibly early date of 1 1  
Feb. 1995. Nest was successfi1l despite 
freezing temperatures later in the month. 
Photo by Eric Walters. 

Miller returned in the evening and saw the 
bird in the smne area. Other birders tried to find 
the bird the next day, but without success. 
Miller's  photographs are on file with Vern 
Kleen of the Illinois Depmtment of Natural 
Resources. A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher was 
seen 10 July 1993 in Pulaski County (McKee 
1994), another was seen 25 April 1995 in 

DeKalb County (Dudek 1996). There are no 
positive breeding records for Illinois for tllis 

species, considered a rme vagrmll in the stale. 
Prior to the McHenry, DeKalb, and Pulaski 
County sightings, there were at least 38 state 
records for this species, mostly from spring 

and summer (Bohlen 1989). Scissor-tails nest 
as close as north-central Missouri and the po­
tential exists for this species to nest in Illinois 
(Bohlen 1989). 
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Three Black-throated Green Warblers 
in Lake County 

During Breeding Season 

While doing a breeding bird population survey 
at the Ryerson Conservation Area in Lake County the 
summer of 1995, I discovered three separate singing 
Black-throated Green Wm·blers (Dendroica virens). On 
17 June 1995, while walking a path across a small, 
restored prairie toward an oak f1atwoods, I heard the 
unmistakable song of a Black-throated Green Warbler. 
The wm'bler was singing in a wooded area west of the 
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home of Ryerson Woods' naturalist Nan Buckardt and 
east of a small group of conifers, approximately 40-Lo 

50-feet tall. 

This bird was singing in an mea where B uckardt 
had heard <:mother Black-throated Green Warbler sing 

during June and July two summers ago (Nan Buck<:u·dt, 

pers. com.). 

I listened to the bird sing for 6 minutes before I had 

Lo move on to my next stop. The survey was set up 

with listening slops, about I 00 Lo 150 feet apcut with 
6 minutes spent recording birds heard and seen at each 

slop. About 1 8  minutes (three stops) later as I walked 
through the flalwoods, I heard cu1other mack-throated 
Green Warbler singing from a group of deciduous trees 
including oaks near Riverwoods Road. This bird was 

singing near an area where several Veeries successfully 
nested in 1995. 

Then, 24 minutes later (four slops later), as I nemed 
tl1e Des Plaines River, I hem·d yet anoU1er Black-throated 
Green Warbler singing. This bird was also singing in a 
deciduous forested area, although it was closer to 

riverine habitat Lhan the natwood habitats where ilie 
other two birds were heard. 

The Black-throated Green Warbler had not been 
confirmed as a breeder in lllinois until tl1e summer of 

1994 when Brian Condon and Scott K. Robinson located 
the state ' s  first two Black-tilroated Green Warbler nests 

in white pine trees at Lowden-Miller S tate Forest (Robin­
son 1995). The discovery was made while Robinson and 

student researchers were conducting a breeding bird 

census of the area. Part of tl1e Lowden-Miller State 

Forest contains an old white pine plantation where ap­

proximately 1 5  B lack-throated Green Warbler territories 

had been established <md at least one fledgling was 
seen (Robinson 1995) . 

The 13lack-tilroated Green Warbler is a fairly com­
mon breeder in Wisconsin (DeSante and Pyle 1986), and 
breeds as close to Illinois as Central Wisconsin (Bohlen 
1 989). S ome mack-throated Green Warblers have 
oversummered in Illinois including one discovered in 
Woodstock from 9 July to 13 July, 1983 (Bohlen 1989). 

The species prefers woodland areas typically open woods 
and northern coniferous forests with Icu·ge pines (Terres 
1991) <md nests in conifers, oaks, and cypress trees . 

I heard tile mack-throated Green Warbler at the first 
Ryerson Conservation Area site sing one more time 
during my transect slops in the lallcr part of June, bul 
I never again localed U1c oilier Lwo, and c<m not confirm 
tllal tile smne bird was not singing at all Ulree transect 
slops, al though iL seems highly unlikely. My discovery 
al Ryerson Woods, however, should encourage birders 
to consider the possibility of more locations of 131ack-· 

22, 

Female Chestnut-sided Warbler on nest in eastern Will 
County. This represents the county 's first nesting 
record. 28 June 1995. Photo by Joe B. Milosevich. 

throated Green Wm-biers in the stale during the breeding 
season, as well as encourage scientists to continue 
studying whetl1er and how this species' breeding status 
in Illinois is changing. 
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Breeding Chestnut-sided Warblers 
in Eastern Will County 

Although l have spent many summers in the field 
studying llild surveying tile breeding birds of western Will 
County, l have only had one cm·ly summering record for 
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the Chestnut-sided Warbler (Dendroica pen:iylvanica), 
that of a singing male at Joliet on 8 June 1992. I was, 
therefore, quite excited to find the species present at all 
four of the forest preserve holdings along Plum Creek in 
eastern Will County that I had been contracted by the Will 
County Forest Preserve District to survey during the 1995 

breeding season. During the period 30 May to 1 1  July, I 
observed a minimum of nine Chestnut-sided Warblers 
(three females and six males) at these forest preserves. 

Chestnut-sided Warblers do have some precedent in 
this area of Will County (Graber 1983). Most recently, 
as Breeding Bird Atlas Coordinator for Will County, I 
received data during 1986 through 1991 for the presence 
of this species during breeding season from two atlas 
blocks in eastern Will County. The data suggest that t.Pis 
warbler, a rare summer resident in northern Illinois 
(Bohlen 1989), may have some breeding season presence 
in eastern Will County. 

territory in e astern Will County, 
1 6  June 1995. Photo by Joe B. 
Milosevich. 

rilory, one anxious female, and two agitated males (one 
carrying food). In one field, at least two different males 
could be heard singing simultaneously. 

The second breeding niche <U"ea for Chestnut-sided 
Warblers at the other two forest preserves was in forest 
clearings. At one preserve, a male was found singing on 
30 May along oak-hickory edge created along a 1ight-of­
way clearcut for a pipeline through an upland mesic area. 

The two singing males found 4 June at the other 
preserve were in a narrow clearing cut to accommodate 
survey markers for development and along a wider, 
brushy right-of-way cut. Once again, boU1 areas were 
upland mesic habitat. 

On 28 June, while observing the pipeline male, which 
by this date I was certain was unmated, I unintentionally 
flushed a female Chestnut-sided Warbler from her nest. 
The nest was built about 2 feet off the ground in gray 
dogwood and blackberry brambles near the edge of the 
oak-hickory woods. The somewhat loosely constructed 
nest contained four eggs, two of which were Brown­
headed Cowbird eggs. The Chestnut-sided Warbler is a 
frequent cowbird host, but apparently does have the ca­
pacity to destroy eggs by building over them (Ehrlich, 
Dobkin, and Wheye 1988). The female warbler remained 
very near the nest even while I photographed it at close 
range. 

In the past, I have removed cowbird eggs from song­
bird nests (e.g. Wood Thrush and Lark Sparrow) without 
interfering with the host species' nesting cycle. So I 

carefully removed the cowbird 
eggs with a twig, without touch­
ing the nest. I deposited the eggs 
far from the site. 

When I moved away from the 
nest, the female quickly returned 
and even permitted me to photo­
graph her on it. I observed the 
male feeding the female while 
she was incubating the eggs. This 
nest represents the first nest 
record and first definitive breed­
ing evidence for this warbler in 
Will County. 

The Chestnut-sided Warblers 
occupied two types ofbreedin g habi­
tats at the four preserves in eastern 
Will County. At two preserves, the 
warblers occupied brushy succes­
sional fields with hilly topography 
that sloped into more mature growth 
along either the Plum Creek flood­
plain or mesic uplands. These old 
fields were dominated by various 
brushy shrub species, including vaii­
ous hawthorns and multi-flora rose. 

In these two field areas, J ob­
served at least five different Chest­
nut-sided Warblers: one pair on ter .. 

Parasitized Chestnut-sided Warbler nest, 
Will Co., 28 June 1995. This represents 
the first nest record for Will County. This 

nest contained two warbler eggs and two 
cowbird eggs. The female built two 
additional nests after abandoning this one. 
Photo by Joe B. Milosevich 

When I returned to U1e pipe·· 
line right-of-way on 3 1  uly, I heard 
the male Chestnut-sided Warbler 
still singing, but found the nest 
unattended and infested with ants. 

The two warbler eggs were un­
damaged and s till in the nest. As 
I moved toward tl1e male, I once 
again unintentionally flushed the 
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female from a second nesL approximaLely 50 yards 
from Lhe first. Similarly, this newly construcLed nest 
was about knee-high in an rn;h sapling in a more open area 
near U1e middle of the right-of-way. Using a stick Lo 
gently move aside the vegelation, I saw one warbler egg 

in the nest. I quickly retreated in order Lo avoid further 
disLurbing the female. 

On my last visit to tile righL-of-way on 1 1  July, the 

first nesL still contained the two warbler eggs, but the 
second nest now contained only one cowbird egg and 

shell fragments. The female was nowhere to be seen. 

As I walked away from the second nest site, I passed 

near the spot where tile male was occasionally singing 
an afternoon song. 

The female flushed out of dense, waist-high vegeta­
Lion at tile edge of the woods where a third nest had 
been constructed. Altilough I never approached tile nest 
closely, witil the aid of a long slick, I was able to part 
the weedy growtil j ust enough to surmise tilat the nest 
appeared to be completely constructed, but held no eggs. 

It was located between the first two nests, about equi­
distanl between them. The female flushed from her third 
nest well in advance of my approach. With the first and 
second nests, I practically stepped on her before 
flushing her from the egg-bearing nests . I left quickly 
and never relumed. 
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Editor's Note: While documentation is  necessary to 
confirm the nesting of a rare species, care must be taken 
not to interrupt a bird's breeding cycle. While every bird 
is different in its reaction to human presence, there is 
always the danger that the disturbance will hamper the 
bird's ability to produce young succes.\'fully. 
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It is true that songbirds such as the Chestnut-sided 
Warbler can not detect human presence by smell, but 
predators such as raccoons can detect the human .miell 
and may be attracted to the nest site for that reason. 

I strongly caution birders to take great care when 
observing birds regardless of whether it is.for documen­
tation purposes or enjoyment. 

- Sheryl De Vore, Chief Editor 

First Successful and Third 
Confirmed Nesting of Black-necked 

Stilt in Illinois 

After hearing of a sighting of Black-necked 
Stilts (Himantopus niexicanus) in Jackson County in late 

July, Vicki Van Tuyle and I went to visit ilie area. We 
arrived on 29 July 1 995 at the southwestern corner of the 
county where Cemetery Road meets the levee of the 

Mississippi River. From the levee looking back east 
was a mostly dried, muddy slough. 

We saw Ulfee stilts: Lwo adults and a smaller bird 

tilat could have been a young bird since it appeared 
unable to fly, was not as tall, and had spindly, duller 
pink legs. The young bird also had a brown back, brown 
wings, and white stomach. We drove back down closer 
to ilie slough and got out of the car. As we approached 

ilie birds, ilie smaller bird ran witil flapping wings into 
tile grass and tile adults attacked us, flying around, per­

forming tlle broken wing trick, and calling loudly. Be­
cause the adults were having such a fit, we quickly 

returned to the car wiU10ut relocating tile young bird. 
The adults flew back to tile slough. Driving nortil along 

the levee toward Grand Tower we saw a second pair of 
adult Black-necked S tilts, buL no young. 

This reporL represents the third confirmed nesting of 

Black-necked S tilt in Illinois, and tile first young seen. 
The first record of nesting success occutTed 4 June 1 994 
when Cynthia McKee found a Black-necked S tilt silting 
on a nest, also in Jackson County near where the 1995 bird 
was found (McKee and Fink 1995). On 1 1  June, Todd 

Fink discovered a nest witil four eggs al the same site, 
which he photographed. B u t  no evidence of fledglings 
was ever found. 

Fink also discovered up to six stilts in the flooded 
fields outside the levee in Jackson County between 1 9  
June and 7 July 1993. Two more stilts were found 20 June 
1 993 east of Grand Tower Island. No nest was found, 
but observers witnessed distracLion displays on 24 June 
1993 (Fink 1 994). 
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A second nest for Illinois was discovered by Kevin 
Richmond on 27 June 1994 190 miles north in Mason 
County at Lake Chautauqua National Wildlife Refuge 
(Fink 1994). 

These confirmed nesting records for Black-necked 
S tilt in Illinois could be part of a dramatic expansion of 
the species' breeding range that has been occurring in 
the neighboring states of M issouri and Kentucky 
(Robbins and Easterla 1 992, Ball and Bennett 1993). 
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Blue-gray Gnatcatcher drawing by Karen Becker. 
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High Count of Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
Territories in Lake County, Illinois 

The summer of 1995, birders observed al least 
z 1  Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (Polioptila caerulea) territo­

ries in Lake County. Twenty-three were found near 

Millburn Township and seven were discovered at Ryer­

son Conservation Area - both during contracted breeding 
bird population surveys. 

Bohlen (1 989) listed the Blue-gray Gnatcatcher as a 
decreasing summer resident northward of southern Illi­
nois and said few gnatcatchers nest north of Illinois. 

Mlodinow (1984) mentioned a high count of 15 birds at 
southeastern Michigan ' s  Warren Woods, B everly Shores, 
and New Buffalo areas on 1 5  June 1978. However, 2 1  
territories were recorded i n  Cook County i n  early June 
1994 (Kleen, 1995 ; fide A. Anderson).  

A single site location in Lake County, Chain O'Lakes 

State Park held 1 3  individuals on 29 June 199 1 (Kleen 

1992). Recent breeding bird atlas data (R. Montgomery, 

in Litt.) and our recent summer breeding bird data along 
the Millburn Creek corridor in Lake County, Illinois, as 

well as Ryerson Conservation Area, also in Lake County, 
suggest that the species may be having good breeding 

success in northeastern Illinois. It may also be establish­
ing i tself as an increasingly more regular summer 
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breeding resident along river and creek corridors in 
bottom and other woodlands in n01thern Illinois. 

During the summer of 1995 (15 June - 1 August), 

S teve Apfelbaum and David Johnson recorded an esti­

mated 24 territories (defined as a male singing at or 

near the same location for more than one week apart) 
of B lue-gray Gnatcatchers in north central Lake County 
bet ween the town of Millburn and Interstate 94 along 

Millburn Creek and its tributaries. Birds were recorded 
along a transect route with 2-minute listening stops 

every 1 50 yards and a plot estimate of each singing male 

recorded on a transect map. Gnatcatchers during J une 
were quite vocal and defended territories. Each territory 
was estimated from at least four early morning visits to 

each listening stop and two evening visits. Breeding 
was also confirmed when an adult gnatcatcher was 
seen feeding young on 19 July approximately one-fourth 
of a mile northeast of the town of Millburn. 

While doing a similar breeding survey at Ryerson 
Conservation Area in Lake County only with 6-minute 
transect stops, Sheryl De Vore recorded at least seven 
territories within the preserve. Her report is on file with 
the Lake County Forest Preserves (De Vore 1995). 
Breeding was confirmed when De Vore discovered a 
pair at a nest site near the Exhibit Cabin. Observers in 
northern Illinois are urged to report all summer singing 
males and breeding evidence for gnatcatchers to Mead­
owlark and Vernon Kleen. 

-David B. Johnson 
504 Crown Point Drive, Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 

--Steven I. Apfelbaum 
Applied Ecological Services, Inc. 

1 7921 Smith Road, P. 0. Box 256, Brodhead, WI 53520 

--Sheryl De Vore 
967 Braeburn Road, Mundelein, IL 60060 
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Nesting Common Terns 
in Lake County 

For the second year in a row, Common Terns 
(Sterna hirundo) nested on the spits of land which jut out 

into the water in a pond located on the Johns-Mansville 
properly just south of Illinois Beach S tate Park in Lake 
County. There is no public access to this pond, but distant 

viewing is possible with a spotting scope. 

By 29 May 1995, the first three Common Terns 
were seen al the pond. On 3 1  May, the number was up 
to 16. However, water levels were fairly high, thus only 

small areas of land were available above the waterline. 

No signs of nesting activity were present on this date and 
the Common Terns were spread out among more than 
100 Ring-billed Gulls, Herring Gulls and a few Caspian 

Terns (S. caspia). 

My next visit was on 25 June when I discovered 3 1  

adult Common Terns. Between 1 2  to 1 4  appeared to be 
sitting on nests. I saw no young. The terns tolerated the 
two Caspi<m Terns and 100 gulls. 

On 22 July, I found 37 adult Common Terns, together 
with 22 young which varied from recently hatched to 
some almost as large as their parents. Any gull, duck, 
goose or Great Blue Heron which came near the nest 
area was attacked by up to 10 adult Common Terns. At 
this time, the terns tolerated no bird larger than small 
shorebirds on this spit of land. 

At my next visit, 19 August, I saw no sign of adull 

or young at the nesting colony, although I occasionally 
noticed one or two Common Terns flying along Lake 

Michigan' s  shoreline. 

Unlike the summer of 1994 when I checked the 
nesting colony every Saturday and Sunday during June, 

July and early August, my 1995 visits were limited to 29 
and 3 1  May, 25 June, 22 July, and 19 August. S till, a 
few comparisons can be made. 

In 1994, the first Common Tern did not affive at the 
nesting site until 5 J une. In 1995, I found three on 29 May 
and 16 on 3 1  May. In 1994, by 25 June, I found 18 adults 
with two active nests. In contrast during 1 995, I dis­
covered 3 1  adults with 12 to 14 active nests. In 1994, the 

maximum number of adults seen at the nest colony at 
one time was 2 1 .  In 1995, the high adult count was 37.  
I found eight young in 1994 and 22 in 1995. 

-Alan Stokie 
1 74 E. Kathleen Drive 

Park Ridge, IL 60068 
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Common Tern drawing by David Athans. 

1 99 5 Breeding Season Report 

The 1995 Breeding Season was a good year for 
nesting herons and grassland species in Illinois; it also 
rendered a number of interesting highlights including 
summer occurrences of Ospreys near Rockford (this spe­
cies has not raised any known young in Illinois in 45 
years), increasing numbers of Cooper' s Hawks reports, 
continuing success for Chicago-nesting Peregrine Fal­
cons, increasing populations of Northern Bobwhites, sev­
eral reported broods of King Rails and Common Moorhens, 
the westward spread of nesting Sandhill Cranes, continu­
ing expansion of nesting Black-necked Stilts, successful 
nesting of Common Terns, recently fledged Barn Owls, 
fair numbers of summer Alder and Least Flycatchers, a 
nesting Western Kingbird, young Red- breasted 
Nuthatches, a summering Solitary Vireo, the continuing 
lack of Swainson' s Warblers, summering Mourning and 
Canada Warblers, good numbers of Henslow' s Sparrows, 
and the first summer records for Trumpeter Swans. 

As usual there were numerous June and July occur­
rences of non-breeding birds throughout the state. Tradi­
tionally, those records which were not late spring or early 
fall records had been incorporated into the body of this 
report; now, however, they appear in the Non-Breeding 

Summer Occurrences supplement at the end. 

1995 marked the third year for the near completion of 
all 8 1  of Illinois' Breeding Bird Survey routes; data from 
these routes have been used for nearly 30 years to detect 
the short-term and long-term population changes of Illi­
nois' breeding species. Many thanks to the many volun­
teers who faithfully conduct these surveys every year. 

Weatherwise, June and July were rather normal. The 
official records indicate that June temperatures were nor­
mal and July temperatures averaged 1 . 1  degrees above 
normal. June precipitation averaged a fraction of an inch 
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below normal and July precipitation averaged 0.6 inches 
below n01mal. 

As usual, this compilation could not be possible 
without the ongoing support of dozens of dedicated ob­
servers and reporters. Persons responsible for records in 
the accompanying species accounts are acknowledged 
individually after their records. Considerable effort has 
been made to be sure that all information is correct and 
properly credited; all records can be substantiated by 
original source documents in the permanent record file. 
The observers and contributors for this report are as 
follows: Alan Anderson, Cindy Alberico, Ed Anderson, 
Louise Augustine, Alan Branhagen, David Bohlen, 
Marge Bjorklund (MBj), Richard Bjorklund (RBj), 
Renee Baade (RBa), Karin Cassel, Paul Clyne, Robert 
Chapel, Larry David, Myrna Deaton, Sheryl De Vore, 
Carolyn Fields, Brad Glover, Ann Haverstock, Barrie 
Hunt, Duane Heaton, James Herkert, Jim Hampson 
(JHa), James Hart (JHt), Mary Hennen, Ralph Herbst, 
David Johnson, Dan Kassebaum, Fred Kase, Vernon 
Kleen, James Landing, Steven Lee, Bill Moskoff, 
Cindy McKee (CMc), David Mandell, David Miller 
(DMi), Joe Milosevich, John McKee (JMc), Judy Mellin 
(JMe), Keith McMullen, Margo Milde, Walter Marcisz, 
Clark Olson, Lawrence O'Neal, Dale Pontius, Judy Pol­
lock, Peter Petersen, Kevin Richmond, Al Stokie, Brad 
Semel, James Smith, Jeff Sunberg (JSn), Joe Suchecki 
(JSu), Leonard Stanley, Mark Seiffert, Mary Sidney 
(MSi), Richard Sandburg, Scott Simpson, Wes Serafin, 
Craig Thayer, Doris Westfall, Eric Walters, Evelyn 
Walters (EvW), Gil Waldbauer, Geoff Williamson (GWi), 
and Jeff Walk. 

As standard policy, all observers, regardless of expe­
rience, must fully document all unusual observations. 
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BREEDING SEASON - Field Notes 

Pied-billed G rebe 
Ilroods: DGEFG (3 yg.), 11 July-3 Aug. (CF); LCal (7 = 1-6 yg./ 
brood), 12 June-6 Aug. (WM); Chi (Egger's W.) (1 yg .), 3 July 

(WM); Riverdale (2 yg.), 27 June (WM); KCP, 25 May (JS); 

Havana (Mason Co) ( 1 5), 29 July (RC). MC: 30+ (acl. ), Havana 
(Mason Co), 29 July (RC). Others: Winnebago Co (acl.),25 June 
(BG); Chi (Humboldt Park) (2), 7 June (AA); Slreamwoocl, 8 
June (AA); DGEFG (4 ad . ), 2 June (CF); Chi (l'owdcrhorn 
Marsh) (heard), 8 June (WM); Arcola, (Douglas Co) 4 June 
(RC) .  

Double-crested Cormorant 
Colonies: Thomson (Ca1rnll Co) (aerial esl. 80 m:sls), 25 May 
(VK); Andalusia (Rock Island Co) (aerial est. 50 neslS), 25 May 
(VK); Riverdale ( 1 40+ nests), 22 M ay-17 June - however, all 
nests abandoned by 24 June (WM,JL); LRen (296 nests), 3 May 
(JM); Worley L (Tazewell Co) (9 ncslS), 2-3 July (RBj); Carl.L 

(aerial est. 200 nesls). 23 May (VK). MC: 627 (evening roost), 

Riverdale, 4 June (WM). Others: SCFP ( 1 4), 17 June (AA);  St. 
Michael' s  Reservoir (6), 8 June (AA); Stickney (27), 4 June 
(RH); Louisville (Clay Co) (3), 5 June (RC); Mcrmel Lake C . t\ 

(2-3), June/July (EvW). 

American Bittern 
GLPSP (2), 15 July (AS); ]_,Chau, 29 July (RC, MD). 

Least Bittern 
Nests: Middlefork F.P. (Champaign Co) (building), 18 June 
(RC). Olhers : Glacial Park (McHenry Co). 9 June (BM, JSn fide 
RB a); Wadsworth (Lake Co) (ad). 22 July (AS); GLPSP, 3 June 
(RC, MD). 

Great Blue Heron 
Colonies : Mississippi River: 17 (aerial est. 4330 nests, range: 
40-800 nests/colony), 23-25 May (VK); Illinois River: 6 (aerial 
est. 2120 nests, range: 1 20-600 nest<.;/colony), 25 May (VK); 
Rend L (aerial est. 630 nests, 2 locations), 23 May (YK); Litlk 
Black Slough (Johnson Co) (aerial est. 750 nests), 23 May (YK); 
LRen (219+ nests), 3 May (JM); Nachusa Grasslands (Ogle/Lee 

As a printing aide, the following abbreviations have been used throughout I.his report: 
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ad. = adult L = Lake S.F. = State Forest 
C.A. = Conservation Area pr. = pair m . ob. = m any observers 
sub ad. = subadult N.C. = Nature Center S.P. = State Park 
F.P. = Forest Preserve * = documented record esl. = cslim ale( d) 
imm . = imm ature N.P. = Nature Preserve w. = Woods 
F.W.A. = Fish & Wildlife Arca * *  = specimen record Co(s) = County(ies) 
yg. = young N.W.R. = Nat'! Wild! Refuge n.n.s .  = B reeding B ird Survey 

resp. = respectively 

B WFP = Busse Woods F.P. (Cook Co) 
Carl.L = Carlyle Lake (Clinton Co) 
CBG = Chicago Botanic Garden (Glencoe, Cook Co) 
Chi = Chicago-excluding JP & LCal (Cook Co) 
Clin.L = Clinton Lake (De Witt Co) 
DGEFP = Deer Grove East F.P. (Cook Co) 
DPCA = Des Plaines C.A. (Will Co) 
ESTL = E. St. Louis (St  Clair Co) 
FGP = f<orest Glen Preserve (Vermilion Co) 
GLPSP = Goose Lake Prairie S.P. (Grundy Co) 
HL = Horseshoe Lake (Madison Co) 
IB SP = Illinois B each S.P. (Lake Co) 
JC PCS = Jasper County Prairie-Chicken Sanctuary 

(Jasper Co) 
JP = Chicago' s  Jackson Park (Cook Co) 
KCP = Kennekuk Cove Park (Verm ilion Co) 
LC al = Lake Calumet (Cook Co) 

Additional Cook County localions referenced in 
this report include B artel Grasslands, flemis W. F.P., 
B urham Prairie, Cherry Hill W. Des Plaines, Glen v icw, 
McClaughry Springs W., Northbrook, Orland Park, 
Palos Pack W.,  Park Ridge, Poplar Creek P.P., Riverdale, 
S L .  M ichae l ' s  R eservoir, S aganashkee Slough, 

LChau = Lake Chautauqua N.W.R. (Mason Co) 
LMSF = Lowden-Miller S.F. (Ogle Co) 
LRen = Lake Renwick (Will Co) 

M.Arb = Morton Arboretum (Du Page Co) 
MM = McKee Marsh (Du Page Co) 
PCFP = Plum Creek F.P. (Cook Co) 
RCA = Ryerson C.A.  (Lake Co) 
RCSP = Rock Cut S .P. (Winnebago Co) 
RLCA = Rice Lake Conservation Area (Fulton Co) 
Sang.L = Sangchris Lake State Park (Sangamon Co) 
SCFP = Spring Creek F.P. (Cook Co) 
SLCA = Spring Lake C.A .  (Tazewell Co) 
Spfld = Springfield (Sangamon Co) 
SPFP = Springbrook Prairie F.P. (Du Page Co) 
SRSF = Sand Ridge S.F. (Mason Co) 
SRSP = Starved Rock S.P. (La Salle Co) 
UCCA = Union County C.A. (Union Co) 

Schaumburg, Stickney, Swallow Cliff W., Thatcher W., 

Tinley Creek F.P.  and Willow Springs. 

A number in parentheses ( ) indicates t he number 
of birds observed at a particular location or on a par­
Licular dale. No number signifies single birds. 
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Co) (8), 28 May (fide AH); Clear L (Mason Co) (676 nests), 26 
June (RBj ); Worley L (Tazewell Co) ( 463 nests), 2-3 July (RDj ). 

Great Egret 

Colonies: Mississippi River: 1 2  (aerial est. 940 nests, range: 20-
200 nests/colony), 23-25 May (VK); Illinois River: Clear Lake 
(Mason Co) ( 1 29 nests), 26 June (Rnj ); Worley Lake (Tazewell 
Co) (240 nests), 2-3 July (RDj); Lake Depue (Bureau Co) (aerial 
est. 50), 25 May (VK); LCal (Indian Ridge Marsh) (55 nests), 25 
Apr. (WM); LRen (309 nests), 3 May (JM); ESTL (Alorlon) 
(eggs & young), 6 June (VK, MS); Little Black Slough (Johnson 
Co) (aerial est. 75 nests), 23 May (VK). Others: Chen-y Valley 
(Winnebago Co), 25 June (DG). 

Snowy Egret 
LCal (ad.), mid-May-23 July (AS, WM). 

Little Blue Heron 
Colonies: ESTL (Alorton) (eggs & young), 6 June (VK, MS). 

Cattle Egret 

Colonies: LRen ( 4 nests), 3 May (JM); ESTL (Alorton) (eggs & 
young), 6 June (VK, MS). 

Green Heron 
Nests: JP (3 = l ,  3 & 3 yg.), June/July (KC fide PC). Young: 
Ryder's W. (McHenry Co) (3 imm.), 26 July (RBa); Spfld, 17  
July (DB) ;  Sang.L, 20 July. MC:  8,  Spfld, 20 July (DB). Others: 
LCal-very low numbers this sUilliller (WM);  Cook Connty ­
"less common this year?" (AA). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron 

Colonies: LCal (three locations): a) Indian Ridge Marsh (at least 
227 nests), 6 May; b) Heron Pond (est. 50- 100 nests), June; c) 
Big Marsh (est. 300-600 nests) June/July (WM); LRen (46 
nests), 3 May (JM); Clear L (Mason Co) (3 nests), 26 June (RBj ); 
Worley L (Tazewell Co) (62 nests), 2-3 July (RBj ); Decalur (1 
nest = 4 yg.), July (MD); ESTL (Alorton) (hundreds of young, 
various ages), 6 June (VK, MS). 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron 
Nests: JP (2 eggs), 28 June, but nest abandoned by 2 July (KC, 
PC). Young: LCal (fresh imm.), 1 6  July (WM); Spfld (ad. & 
imm.), 30 June and (imm.), 25 July (DB ). Others: SRSP (2-4 
ad.), 19 June-9 July and (1 subad.), 30 June-9 July (CMc, JMc). 

Mute Swan 

Broods: Chi (Egger' s W.) ( 4 yg. ), 5 June (WM); Chi (Powderhorn 
Marsh) ( 1  yg.), 8 June (WM); SLCA (6 yg.), 1 0  May (VK ct al). 
Others: n .e. Kane Co (pr.), 28 June (EW); Glen Ellyn (DuPage 
Co) (pr.), 28 June (EW); Schaumburg (pr.), 28 June (EW); Palos, 
1 7  June (JL); LCal (2 ads.), 10- 1 1  June (JL, WM). 

Canada Goose 

Broods: RCA (5), June (SD); Palatine (5 = 27 yg.), 8 June (AA); 
Schaumburg ( 1 1  = 1 - 1 3  yg./brood), 8 June (AA); Park Ridge (8 
= 2-1 1 yg./brood), 1 1  June (AA); Chi (McKinley Park) (6 = 46 
yg.), 7 June (AA); Chi (downtown in the Chicago River) (6 yg. ), 
6 June (AA); JP (17  = 82 yg.), June/July (PC); LCal ( 13 ), 1 2 June 
(WM); Spfld (22 = 2-1 1 yg./brood), 22 Apr.-19 June (DB). MC: 
182 (including the 13 broods above), LCal, 13  June (WM); 150, 
Spfld, 29 June (DB); 67 (ads . ), JP, June/July (PC). 

Wood Duck 

Broods: DGEFP (6 yg.), 25 July (CF); JI' (5 = 37 yg.), June/July 
(PC); SPFP (5 yg.), 29 July (JSn); Spfld (22 = 1 - 16  yg./brood), 

5 Junc-1 1 July (DB) ;  Middlefork P.P. (Champaign Co) (14+ ), 1 8  
June (RC) . .  MC: 46, Spfld, 1 1  July (DB).  
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Mallard 
Nests: Banner Marsh (Peoria Co) (6 eggs), 7 July (KR). Broods: 
Schaumburg (3 = 2-12 yg./brood), 3 June (AA); Des Plaines (13 
= 4-12 yg./brood), 2-9 June (AA); Chi  (McKinley Park) (3  = 2-

12 yg./brood), 7 June (AA); JP (33), Jnne/Jnly (PC); ;  Spfld (24 

= 2- 14 yg./brood), 27 Apr.- 18  July (DB); LCal ( 13  = 3 -7 yg./ 
brood), 1 2  June (WM). MC: 410 (including yg.), JP, 4 Ang. 
(PC); 188 (including the 13  broods above), LC al, 1 2  June (WM); 
140, Spfld, 21 June (DB). 

Blue-winged Teal 
Broods: LCal (6), 4 July (JL); SPF!' (9 yg.), 29 July (JSn); Cisco 
(Piatt Co) (2), 24 June (MD); Havana (Mason Co) (3), 29 July 
(MD); West Frankforl ( l 'ranklin Co) (6 yg.), 19 May (LS). 

Northern Shoveler 

Broods: LCal (6 yg.), 23 July (.TL). 

Hooded Merganser 
Broods: Spfld (6 = 5-10 yg./brood), 2 May-12 June (DB ); Cisco 

(Piatt Co) (2 = 4 & 6 yg. ), 24 June (MD); s .  Pope County ( 3 yg. ), 

20 June (VK). MC: 1 2, Spfld, 30 June (DB) .  

Turkey Vulture 
MC: 40 (roost site), LMSF, 17 June (PH fide EW); 17 ,  DPCA, 
15 July (AS); 16 ,  Saganashkcc Slough, 15 July (CT) and 15  
there, 1 8  June (RH); 5,  Sangamon County, 28 June (DB). 
Others: Marengo Ridge (McHenry Co) (3), 21 July (RDa); 
SCFP, 4 June (AA); two e. Will County F.P.s ( 1 -2 ad.), 12 May-
3 July (JM), Nachusa Grasslands (Ogle/Lee Co) (3), 21 May-5 

June (AH). 

Osprey 
Kishwaukcc River (s . of Rockford) (.l!L.), throughout breeding 
season (AB ). 

Mississippi Kite 

Jersey Co (Stump Lake) (ad.), 24 June (DD );  Calhoun County 
(Red's Landing) (ad.), 1 6 Jnly (DD). MC: 26 (ad. & imm.), Olive 
Branch (Alexander Co), 29 July (DD).  

Bald Eagle 
Nesls: Savanna Army Depot (Jo Daviess Co) (2 yg.), 25 May 
(VK); Spring Lake (Carroll Co) (2 yg.), 25 May (VK); 13 Apr. 
(ad. on nest), Carollton (PP); UCCA (yg.) ,  April/June (KM, 
m.ob.); Carl.L (yg.), April/June (KM, m.ob.) ;  21 May (ad. 
carrying stick), Rockton (Winnebago Co) (DG) - pr. nearby 
along Pecatonica River in snmmer (AB). Others : RLCA (imm.), 
29 July (RC, MD). 

Northern Harrier 

Nests: SPFP (3 nests) { l sl pr.: 23 May (3 eggs-laler de­
stroyed), 2nd nest, 3 June (5 eggs-later destroyed) } { 2nd pr. :  2 1  
May ( 4  eggs with 4 y g .  o n  1 July & 2 fledged o n  2 5  July) }  (JSu, 
m.ob.); JCPCS (8 nests = 12 yg. fledged), May-July (JW); 
Franklin Co (3 nests = 2 fledglings each), 2-17 July (LS). 
Breeding: Ashmore (Coles Co) (female feeding yg.), 23 July 
(MD); w. Sangamon Co, 28 Jnne-21 July and (imm. male), 27 
July (DB). Others: Orland Park (male and imm.), 18 June 
(AS,WS); Winnebago Co (male), 31 July (BG); Nachusa Grass­
lands (Ogle/Lee Co) (pr.), 30 May-17 June, bul (male) thru 1 3  
July (AH); IB S P  (female), 25 June & 22 July (AS); s.e. L a  Salle 
Connly (female), 25 July (CMc, JMc ); Dailey (Champaign Co) 
(female & pr.), 18 June & 2 July, resp. (RC); B ath (Mason Co) 
(ad. male), 30 Jnne (KR); Havana (Mason Co) (ad. male), 29 July 
(RC). 
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Cooper's Hawk 
Nests: RCA, ApriVMay (successful by June) (SD); JP (unsuc­
cessful), 16  Apr.-26 May (PC); M.Arb, 12  May (EW). Others: 
LMSF, 9 June (EW); Marengo Ridge (McHenry Co), 13 & 21 
July (RBa); Woodstock (2), 3 Aug. (!Ula); Glenview, 13 June 
(MM); Des Plaines, 9 June (AA); PCFP. (pr.), 16 June (EW); 
McClaughry Springs W. (female), 30 
June (CT); Willow Springs, 3 June 
(GWi); three e. Will County F.P. '  s (5 
birds), 12 M ay-10 July (JM); Spfkl 
(ad. male carrying grackle), 25 July 
(DB); s. Coles County, 7 & 29 July 
(DH); Buckner (Franklin Co) (ad.), 1 
July (LS). 

Red-shouldcn,'Cl Hawk 
Nests: RCA, May (successful) (SD); 
SRSP, 22 Apr. (ads. present thru 9 
July) (CMc, JMc). Others: Middlefork 
F.P. (Champaign Co) (irnrn.), 1 6  July 
(RC). 

Broad-winged Hawk 
Nests: Palos Park W. (2 yg.), 25-26 
June (CT, WS). Others: Des Plaines 
(2 ad. ,  1 subad.), 9 June (AA); GCSP 
(3), 29 May (PP et al.); UCCA (ad.), 
30 June (MD). 

Swainson's Hawk 
H untley (McHenry Co), 4 June (AS). 

Red-tailed Hawk 

males), 17 June (AA); PCFP (4), 16 June (EW). 

Greater Prairie-chicken 
"The Jasper Co population increased in 1 995, with 41 males 
present on the booming grounds before additional birds were 
translocated from Kansas as genetic and demographic enhance­
men t of lhe Illinois flock conlinues. The count increased Lo 63 

males afler lhereleaseofKansas birds" 
(JW). 
Wild Turkey 

MC: 12 (2 ad. 10 yg.), Castle Rock 
S.P., 1 July (AS). Olhers : Fox Ridge 
S.P., 5 June (RC); Mahomet (male), 

24 June (RC). 

Northern Bobwhite 

The 1995 s lalewide index incresaed 
4.2% from 1994 bul is only 2.4% 
above the previous five-year mean; 
however, it is 8 . 1  % above lhc 1975-
1994mean (LO). MC: 69, FloraB.Il.S .  
(Clay Co), 5 June (RC); 58 ,  Jamestown 
B.B.S.  (Clinton/Madison Co), 6 June 
(VK); 5 1 ,  Olney B .B .S.  (Richland/ 
Wayne Co), 8 June (VK); 42, Stillwell 
B .Il.S .  (Hancock Co), 1 June (VK); 
40, TeITe Haute Il .B .S .  (Henderson 
Co), 14 June (VK); 36, Sangamon 
County, 13 June (DB). Others: 
Matthieson S.P. ( 1 2), 1 July (CMc, 
JMc). 

Nests: SPFP ( 4-yg. Still in two nests 
on 18 & 24 June), Apr./May (JSu); 
Spfld, 3 Apr. (DB ) .  Youn g :  

Adult Red-tailed Hawk dark phase, Plum 
Creek Forest Preserve, Cook Co. 16 June 
1995. Photo by Eric Walters. 

King Rail 
Young: Telegraph Road wetland 
(Winnebago Co) (ad. & yg.),  26 June 
(BG); GLPSP (ad. w/ 5 yg.), 15 July Middlefork F.P. (Champaign Co) (ad. 

& 3 yg.), 18 June (RC); Mahomet (2 yg.), 8 July (RC). MC: 6, 
Spfld, 10 June & 7 July (DB).  "Krider's  form": SCFP, 4 June 

(AA). Dark morph: PCFP, 26 June (EW-photo) . .  

American Kestrel 
Nests: LCal (4 yg.), 28 June (JL); Sangamon County (yg. 
Fledged from 5 boxes), May/June (JI-It). 8 July (fledge date), 
SPFP (JSu). MC: 1 1 , SRSF, 27 July (KR); 9, Spfld, 10 July 
(DB). 

Peregrine Falcon 
Nests: Chi (4); (Wacker Drive) (4 eggs, 3 yg. fledged), Marchi 
July (MH), (Hyde Park) (4 eggs, 2 yg. fledged) March/July 
(MI-I), (Broadway) (4 eggs, 3 yg.  fledged), April/July (MH), 
(River) (2 eggs, failed), ApriVMay (Mil). Others: Chi (Lakeview) 
(2 ad.), April/May (MH); Chi (Irving Park), May/July (MI-I); 
Decatur (male), 3 July (MD). 

Gray Partridge 
Grand Ridge (La Salle Co) (2 ad.), 29 July (CMc, JMc). 

Ring-necked Pheasant 
The 1 995 statewide pheasant-call index declined only 2.3% 
from 1994 but is 4.5% above the previous five-year mean and 
28% above the 1975-1994 mean; however, lhe 1995 brood­
count is 21 % lower than 1994 but brood size increased by 1 6% 
(from a 1994 average of3 .8  Lo 4.4 chicks per brood) (LO). MC: 
69, Buda B .Il .S .  (Bureau/Slark Co), 15 June (VK; 64, Fairburg 
Il.Il.S.  (Livingston/Ford Co), 1 2 June (VK); 63 l ;airland B.B .S.  
(Champaign/Piall Co), 4 June (RC). Others: SouLh Barringlon (2 
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(AS); JCPCS (3 prs. and broods), June/July (JW); Wesl Frank­
fort (Franklin Co) (irnrn.), 17 July (LS). Others: Pecatonica 
(Winnebago Co) (ad.), 10 July (BG); Clin.L (calling), 6 June 
(RC); Bath (Mason Co) (calling), 30 June (KR); I-IL (calling), 10  
June (RC, MD). 

Virginia Rail 
Nests: Clin.L (6 eggs), 29 May (RS fide MD). Broods:  LCal (2 
= 1-2 yg./brood), 2-23 July (DM fide WM); Bemis W. ( 1  yg.), 
mid-June (fide SL). 

Sora 
SCFP (calling), 3 June (AA); Bemis W. (calling), mid-June 
(SL); Bartel Grassland (calling), 10 June (AS); Clin.L (calling), 
6 June (RC); LChau (calling), 24 July (KR) & 29 Jul y (RC, MD). 

Common Moorhcn 
Broods: Wadsworth (Lake Co) (2 pr., 2 yg.), 25 June (AS); 
DGEFG (5 ad. + yg.), 17 July (CP); LCal (5 = 1-7 yg./brood), 2-
23 July (WM, AS); Arcola (6 yg.), 1 July (RC); Havana (Mason 
Co) ( 12), 29 July (RC, MD). Others: Chi (Egger ' s  W.) (2 ad.), 
5 June & 3 July (WM); Chi (Powderhorn Mm·sh) (ad.). 8 June & 
2 July (WM). Comment: Indian Ridge Marsh was formerly lhe 
cen ler of abundance for nesling moorhens al LCal; however, 
wilh the "clearing" of a b locked drainage culvert, and the 
"repair" of a broken waler main early this year, the unnalurally 
high water levels which had created welland conditions at this 
marsh have now disappeard (WM). 
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American Coot 
Broods: LC al (2 = 3-4 yg./brood), 2 July (WM) and (2 = 2-3 yg./ 
brood), 9 July (AS); ; Middlefork F.P. (Champaign Co) (ad. & 
yg.), 1 8  June (RC); Havana (Mason Co) (4), 29 July (MD). 

Sandhill Crane 
Nests: Thomson (Whiteside Co) (2 eggs), 14 Apr. (EA); 

Winnebai:o County (2 of 5 prs. raised yg.), April-July (BG); 
Alden Sedi:e Meadow (McHenry Co) (pr. w/ 1 yg.), 1 1  May 
(BS); Wauconda Bog (Lake Co) (2 eggs), 28 Apr. (BS). Others: 
SCFP (2 flying), 4 June (AA). 

Killdeer 
Nests: Stickney (4eggs), 14 June (RH). Young: Spfld, by 28 Apr. 
(DB). MC: 3 1 ,  LCal, 1 2  June (WM). 

Black-necked Stilt 
Young: s.w . .Jackson County (pr. with one yg.), 29 July (DB); 
E. Cape Girardeau (Alexander Co) (4 ad., 6 yg.), 10 Aug. 
(KM). Others: s.w. Jackson Co (2nd pr.), 29 July-10 Aug. (DB, 
KM). 
Spotted Sandpiper 

Young: Stickney (3 prs. and fledg­
lings), 1 4  June (RH); Middle Fork 
River (Vermilion Co) (2 yg.), 23 
June (JS); Spfld (juvenal), 10 July 
(DB ).  MC:  20 including yg . ,  
Decatur, July (MD); 1 5, LCal, 1 2  
June (WM). 
Upland Sandpiper 
IPSP (ad.), 25 June (AS); Bartel 

Grassland (pr.), 1 0  June (AS); 
Nachusa Grasslands (Ogle/Lee Co) 
(3 ad.), 1 1  May-30 June and (yg.), 
1 1  June (AH); Colusa (Hancock 
Co) (2 males), 1 June (VK); JCPCS 
(8 prs.), June/July (JW). 
Common Snipe 
Iroquois CountyC.A., 24J une (AS); 
Havana (Mason Co) (3 males win­
nowing), 1 7  June (MD). 

American Woodcock 

Least Tern 
Young: s .w.  Jackson Co (ad. & yg.), 10 Aug . (KM); Miller City 
(Alexander Co - ads. & 2 yg.), 29 July (DB). Others: s. Clinton 
County (ad.), 9 June (*MS). 

Black Tern 
Young: DGEFG (at least 1 yg.), 25 July-3 Aug. (CF) - 4 ad. 

present here 3 June-28 July. 

Rock Dove 
MC: 196 (including yg. of the yelli'), JP, 27 Aug.  (PC). 

Mourning Dove 
The 1995 August dove index was up 20.8% over the same 1994 
index and 24% above the mean of the previous five years (LD). 
Nests: Chi, 4 Feb.  (successful) (EW ct al.);  Evanston, 20 Mar. 
(EW). MC: 88, Ilelknap B.B.S.  (Johnson Co), 21 June (VK) 70, 
Flora B.B.S.  (Clay Co), 5 June (RC); 68 Terre Haute 13.13.S .  
(Henderson Co), 14 June (VK); 62 & 49, Spfld, 24 July & 10 
June, resp. (DB).  

LCal, 14 July (EW); Camp Point 
(Adams Co) (2), 2 June (VK); e. 
Will County F.P. (3), 9June-7 July 
(JM). 

Killdeer on nest, Springfield, IL. 22 April 1994. Photo by Dennis Oehmke. 

Ring-billed Gull 
Colonies: LCal (est. 4000-5000 nests), 29 June (WM); Dresden 
Cooling Lake ( w. Will Co) (250 + nests), late April (JM). Others: 
850+ (22 imm.), Evanston, 2 July (EW). Comment: The number 
of nesting birds in the LCal colony is down: the suspected 
problem is continued nearby dredging activities and truck traffic 
disturbance (WM). 
Herring Gull 

Colonies: unknown number, LCal, 29 June (WM). Note: See 
note by WM for Ring-billed Gull. 

Common Tern 
Nesting: IBSP (Johns Mans ville plant): 25 June (3 1 ad., 12- 14 on 
nests) & 22 July (37 ad. w/ 22 yg.) - perhaps beller nesting 
results in 1 995 than in 1994 (AS). 
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Black-billed Cuckoo 
SCFP (2), 4-17 June (AA); PCFP (2 males), 16 June (EW); Chi, 
20 June (JL); e. Will County F.P. (pr.), 12 May (JM). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 

Nests: Spfld (building), 17 July (DB). MC: 22, Pulaski 13.B.S .  
(Pulaski/Alexander Co), 22 June (VK); 15, Orient (Franklin Co), 
22 July (LS); 9 ,  Spfld, 2 June (DB). Others: SCFP (5), 3-4 June 
(AA); PCFP (3 males), 16 June (EW); Henderson County (8), 14  
June (VK). 

BARN OWL 
Breeding: Kilbourne (Mason Co) (imm.), June (MBj) :  Rossville 
(Vermilion Co) (2 ad.), 2 1 -25 June (OW, JS) and 3 yg. (20-21 
Aug.) (DW); JCPCS (1 yg . fledged), June/July (JW). Other 
rumored nestings. 

Great Hornl-'Cl Owl 

Nests: Techny (Cook Co), 21 Jan. (EW, DJ, m.ob.); 6 June 
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(fledge date), SPFP (JSu). Young: RCA (fledgling), 7 May 
(SD); LRen, 3 May (JM); SRSF (fledgling), 1 6  Mar. (KR). 
Barred Owl 

PCFP, 16 June (EW); Saganashkee Slough, 4 July (EW); two e. 
Will County F.P.s (calling), 12 & 21 May (JM); Nachusa 
Grasslands (Ogle/Lee Co)(heard), 31 May-18 June (AH, m.ob.). 

Long-eared Owl 
N. Winnebago Co (heard), June (several dates) (All). 

Short-eared Owl 

JCPCS: None present htis year in contrast to other recent years. 

Common Nighthawk 
MC: 13,  SRSF, 12 June (Rbj); 4, Spfld, 21 July (Dil). Where are 
all the nighlhawks? 

Northern Saw-whet Owl 
SRSF (calling), 9-16 Mar. (KR). 
Chuek-will's-widow 
SRSF (pr.), 20 Junc-12 July (RBj) .  

Whip-poor-will 
Nachusa Grasslands (5 males), 12 May-1 8  July (AH); SRSF 
( 1 6 1  males), 12 June (Rilj ). 

Chimney Swift 

MC: 200, Spfld, 20 June (DB); 102, JP, 3 Aug. (PC). Olhers: 
Evanston (25 prs.), mid-June (EW). Commenl: Many low­
flying birds were au lo casualties at Spfld dam while searching 
for food (DD). 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird 

MC: 12+, West Frankforl (Franklin Co), :J l July (LS). Others: 
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Female Acadian Flycatcher on nest, Will Co. 28 June 
1995. Photo by Joe B. Milosevich. 

Female Acadian Flycatcher at nest with two young. 
Will Co. 3 July 1995. Photo by Joe B. Milosevich. 

Marengo Ridge (McHenry Co) (female), 7 June (RBa) and 
(male), 13 & 21 July (RD a); RCA, 21 June (SD); SCFP (female), 
4 June(AA); PCFP (2-1 a female), 3 June (AS); M . Arb (male), 
23 June (EW); three e. Will County F.P.s (5 males), 2 1  May-28 
June (JM). 

Belted Kingfisher 
Nests: Palos (building), 22 Mar. (EW). 

Red-headed Woodpecker 
Comment: This bird is decreasing as summer resident in 
Sangamon Co (DB and in the Chicago area (JL). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 
MC: 36, Pulaski D .Il.S .  (Pulaski/Alexander Co), 22 June (VK); 
33, Beaverdam Il>Il>S. (Pope Co), 22 June (VK); 18, Terre 
Haute B .B .S .  (Henderson Co), 14 June (VK). 

Downy Woodpecker 
Nest: 9 June (nearly fledged yg.), LMSF (EW); Jl' (6 prs .), June/ 
July (PC). 

Northern Flicker 
MC: 1 2, Spfid, 29 June (DB); 12,  Belknap B .D .S.  (Johnson Co), 
21 June (VK). Olhers: JP (only 3 prs.), June/July (PC). 
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Pileated Woodpecker 

MC: 3, Spfld, 2 June (DB).  Others: SRSP ( 1 -2), 1 -9 July (CMc, 
JMc); RCA, 1 5  June (TB).  

Eastern Wood-Pewee 

Nests: M arengo Ridge (McHenry Co), 20-27 July (RB a); e. Will 
Co F.P., 28 June (JM); Spfld (building), 2 June (DB); Buckner 
(Franklin Co), 1 July (LS). MC: 14, e. Will Co F.P., 4 June (JM); 
12, Spfld, 2 June (DB);  1 1 ,  PCFP, 16 June (EW). Others: 
Marengo Ridge (McHenry Co) (6 males), June/July (RB a); RCA 

(7 prs.), June (SD); SCFP (5 (males), 3-17  June (AA). 

Acadian Flycatcher 
Nests: e. Will County F.P. (2), 28 June & 3 July (JM); SRSP, 1 
July (CMc, JMc). MC: 40 (males), Fox Ridge S.P. ,  17 June 
(RC); 4, Spfld, 9 June (DB).  Others: Glenview (male), 13 June 
(MM); PCFP, 16 June (EW); Saganashkee Slough, 17 June 
(EW); Willow Springs (2), 3 June (GWi); Joliet (male), 1 1  June 
(AS); LMSF (2), 9 June (EW) and (male), 8 July (AS); s.e. Ford 
Co (2 males), 2 July (RC). 

Alder Flycatcher 
Orland Park F.P., 1 8  June (AS); Cherry Hill W., (2 males), 17-
28 June (CT); MM. 4 July (AS). 

Willow Flycatcher 

Nests: Nachusa Grasslands (Ogle/Lee Co), 30 June (AH); 
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Middlefork F.P. (Champaign Co) (4 eggs), 18 June (RC). MC: 
8 (males), SCFP, 3-17 June(AA); 7, Middlcfork F.P. (Champaign 
Co), 18 June (RC); 7, Spfld, 14 June (DB);  7, LCal, 12 June 
(WM); 6 (males), Palos I lcight5,  13 June (AA); 6 (ad.), Chi 
(Powderhorn Marsh), 8 June (WM). Others: St. Michael ' s  
Reservoir ( 2  males), 8 June (AA); Stickney ( 4  prs .), 2 June-29 
July (RI I); Manito (2 males), 23 June (VK). 

Least Flycatcher 
Breeding: RCSP (ad. & yg.), 3 July (BG) . Others: LMSF, 9 June 
(EW); Middlefork F.P. (Champaign Co), 18 June (RC). 

Great Crested Flycatcher 
MC: 2 1 ,  e. Will County F.P., 4 June (JM); 7(6 males) BWl'fi, 12 
June (AA); 6, Spfld, 1 & 3 June (DB) .  

WESTERN KINGBIRD 
Nest: ESTL, June (DK fide MD). 

Eastern K ingbird 
Nest: Evanston (3 yg. about to fledge), 28 July (EW). Others: JP 
(6 prs.), June/July (PC). 

Purple Martin 
MC: 32, Spfld, 27 July (DB). 

Horned Lark 

MC: 1 87, Monticello B .B.S.  (Piatt/McLean Co), 9 June (RC); 
35, Spfld, 13 June (DB). 

Tree Swallow 

Nests: Homer Lake (Champaign Co) (3 yg.), 25 June 
(RC); Sang.L (a few), June/July (DB); Mennet Lake C.A. 
(many), June/July (EvW). Young: Spfld, 14 July (DB).  
MC: 70, Spfld, 28 July (DB). 

Rough-winged Swallow 
Nests: Wilmette (4), 10-24 June (EW); JP (4), in June 
(PC); Mahomet (building), 8 July (RC). 

Bank Swallow 

Nests: Chiwaukee Prairie (n.e. Lake Co) (30 birds), 3 1  
May (RB a); SCFP (10+ birds), 24 June (AA); JP ( 1 2  prs.), 
June (PC); LCal ( l50 birds), 2 July(WM); Troy Grove (La 
Salle Co) ( 150 holes), 24 June (CMc, JMc ) ;  Utica (LaSalle 
Co) (300 holes), 24 June (CMc, JMc); Seneca (LaSalle 
Co) (150 holes), 24 June (CMc, JMc); Oregon (Ogle 
Co )(250 holes), 2 July (CMc, JMc ); Dallas City (Henderson 
Co) (2 colonies, 600 holes), 1 June (VK); Sangamon Co (2 
locations), June (DB).  

Cliff Swallow 
Nests: JP (2), 1 June-30 July (PC); Saganashkee Slough 
(2), 17 June (EW); Troy Grove (La Salle Co) (3), 6 June 
(CMc, JMc); Wed.ron (La Salle Co) (32), 26 June (CMc, 
JMc ); Dallas City (Henderson Co) ( 40), 1 June (VK); 
Clin.L (100), 1 1  June (MD); Decalur ( 40), 16 July (MD). 
Breeding: Spfld, M ay/June (DB);  Kankakee Co (4 ads., 6 
yg.), 12 Aug .  (CT). Others: Shoe Faclory Road (Cook Co) 
("swarming"), early June (JMe, DH); BWFP (4), 12 June 
(AA); JP, 10 Aug. (lasl observed) (PC); LCal, 1 1  June 
(WM); Buffalo Rock S.P. (La Salle Co) (9 ads.), 15 July 
(CMc, JMc). 

Barred Owl fledgling, Salisbury, TL. 26 April 
1995. Pfwto by Dennis Oehmke. 
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Barn Swallow 
MC: 78, LCal, l 2  June (WM); 42, 
Spfkl, 1 2  July (DD) .  

American Crow 
Nests: Evanslon (19) ,  6 Mar.-6 May 
(EW). MC: 1 42, Terre Haule D .13.S.  
(Henderson Co), 14 June (VK). "A 
ubiquitous  s ummer nes ter in the 
melro-Chicago area" (JL). 

Black-capped Chickadt..-e 
MC: 1 7 ,  Spflcl, 22 July (DB). 

Tufted Titmouse 

Brown Creeper 

Nests: SRSI' (gathering materials), 1 4  
May and (ad.) thru 30 .lune (CMc, JMc). 
Others : Shirland (n. Winnebago Co) 1 7  
& 3 1  July (IlG);  Spfld (rnale-Cl urgen ' s  
Park), 9 June (DB). 

Carolina W1·e11 

M C :  24, Pulaski 13 . B . S .  (P ulaski/ 
Alexander Co), 22 June (VK); 13, Pop 
Counly, 20June (VK) ; 8. Spfld. 13  June 

(DD ); 4, three e. Will County F.P.s. 9 
June- l 1 July (JM). Others: LCal. 24 
June (JL). 

House Wren 
MC : 24, Pulaski B .B . S .  (Pulaski/ 
Alexander Co), 22 June (VK); 2 1 ,  Crunp 
PointD.D.S.  (Adams Co), 2 June(VK); 
20, White County, 7 June (VK); 13,  
Spfld, l l July (DB); 10(8 males), PCFP, 
1 6  June (EW). Others: RCA (fledg­
ling), late June (SD); four e. Will Co 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher at nest, Will Co. 
12 May 1995. Photo by Joe B. 
Milosevich. 

Young: Spfld, 5 Aug. (DB). MC: 26 
(males),  PCFP, 1 6  June (EW);  20 
(males),DWFP, 1 2  June (AA); 20, Spfld, 
13 June (DB). 

F.P . 's ,  May/July (seemingly as common as lhechickadee-JM). 

White-breasted Nuthatch 
Nest: 22 June (building), Lake Forest (PH). 

RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH 
Shirland (2 ad. w/ 2 yg.) 3-31 July (BG-first confirmed 
Winnebago County nesting record); LMSF (ad.), 18 June (CMc, 
JMc). 

Juvenile Barn Swallow less than 2-weeks old near 
Wilmette 's Gillson Park, Cook Co. 3 July 1995. Photo 
by 1..,·ric Walters. 

. 
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Sedge Wren 
DGEFG (6 males), June/July (CF); Durham Prairie (5 males), 1 8  
June (WM); Chi (Powderhorn Marsh) ( 2  males), 2 June (WM); 
PCFP (7-8 males), 3 June- 14 July (AS,EW); Orland Park ( 12  

males), 1 8  June (AS); Ilartcl Grassland (4  males), 1 0  June (AS); 
Iroquois County C.A. (3 males), 24 June (AS); Nachusa Grass­
lands (5 males), 17-25 July (AH); Dailey (Champaign Co) (2), 
1 8 June (RC); Decatur (2), 9 July (RC); Spfld (2 males), 6 June 
& 1 2 July (DB);  Banner Marsh (Peoria Co) (male), 20 July (KR, 
LA); JCPCS (abundant), June/July (JW). 

Marsh Wren 

Nest: 29 July (building), SPFP (JSu). MC: 15 (males). LCal, 1 2  
June (WM); 1 3  (males), Chi (Dgger's  W.), 5 June (WM); l O  
(males), St. Michael' s Reservoir, 8 June (AA); 9 (males), Bw·ham 
Prairie, 18 June (WM); 6 males, DGEFP, June/July (CF). Oth­
ers : Havana (Mason Co), 29 July (RC). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 

Nests: Moraine Hills S.P. (McHenry Co) (building), 3 June 
(RBa); RCA (pr. at nest), early June (SD); e. Will Co F . l'., 1 2  
May (JM). MC: 1 3 ( 7  males & 2 broods), Saganashkee Slough, 
17 June (EW); 6, PCFP, 16 June (EW); 4, Spflct, 9 June (DB).  
Others: Poplar Creek F.P.  (pr.), early June (JMe, DH);  SCFP (2 
prs .), 4-17 June (AA); four e. Will Counly F.P.s (surprisingly 
common), May/July (JM). 

Eastern Bluebird 
Nestbox: (Will Co) male feeding young. 28 June (JM); RCA 

(4-5 prs.) (SD). 

Veery 

RCA (5), l June-1 2  July with fledgling in late June (SD); 
Northbrook, 17 June (MM); Glenview (male), 13  June (MM); 
Ilcmis W. (male), 3 June (SL); Tinley Creek F.P.  (2 males), 13 
June (AA); Palos (male), 1 7  June (JL); two e .  Will County F.J>.s 
(2 males), 4 & 30 June (JM); Nachusa Grasslands (Ogle/Lee Co) 
(3 males), 5 June (AH); LMSF (7), 9 June (EW) and ("many") 
on 2 July (CMc, JMc); M.Arb, 23 June (EW). 

Wood Thrush 

Nesls: PCFP (3 yg.), 16 June (fledge elate) (EW-pholo); four c. 
Will County F.P. (5 nests, 1 1  yg. with only two cowbirds), 26 
May- l l  July (JM). Young: Ryder' s W. (McHemy Co) (ad. 
reeding yg. ), 2 1  .Tune ( RBa). MC: 52 (ad.). four e .  Will County 
F.P.s., 26 Muy- 1 1 July (JM); 14, Ilclknap D .B .S .  (Johnson Co), 
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21 June (VK). Others: RCA (6 prs .), June (SD); 
SCFP (2 males), 1 7-24 June (AA); Des Plaines 
(male), 9 June (AA); BWFP (male), 1 2 June (AA); 

Saganashkee Slough (5), 17 June (EW); Mahomet 
(Champaign Co) (4 males), 24 June-8 July (RC); 
Sangamon County (4 summer locations, no young 
observed), June/July (DB); LChau (5), 24 July 
(KR). 

American Robin 

MC: 109, Flora B.B.S.  (Clay Co), 5 June (RC); 97, 
JP, 3 Aug. (PC); 95, Slillwell B .B.S.  (Hancock 
Co), 1 June (VK); 94, Pontiac, 13 June (VK). 

Gray Catbird 

MC: 24 ( 1 8  males), BWFP, 12 June (AA); 17 

(males), SCFP, 3 June (AA); 14, PCFP, 16 June 
(EW); 13 ,  Saganashkee Slough, 17 June (EW): 13 ,  

Spfld, 1 7  July (DB) .  Others: JP (9 prs . ), June/July 
(PC). 

Northern Mockingbird 
MC: 25 , Belknap B .B .S .  (Johnson Co), 21 June 
(VK); 23, Pulaski B .B .S .  (Pulaski/ Alexander Co), 
22 June (VK); 1 9, Olney B>B>S> (Richland/ 

Wayne Co), 8 June (VK); 14, Spfld, 28 June (DB);  
4,  Decatur, 9 July (RC). Others: Nachusa Grass­
land (pr .), 21 May-2 July (AH); Manito (Mason 
Co), 23 J une (VK). 

Female Wood Thrush on 
nest. Will Co. 30 June 1 995. 
Photo by Joe B. Milosevich. 

Wood Thrush young 
seconds after fledging from 

its nest at Plum Creek 
Forest Preserve, Cook Co. 

1 6  June 1995. Photo by 
Eric Walters. 
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Male Eastern Bluebird 
at nest box. Will Co. 28 
June 1995. Photo by 
Joe B. Milosevich. 

Cedar Waxwing 

Nests: Saganashkee Slough (2-be­
ing built), 17 June (EW); SPFP, 17  

June (JSu); MM (building), 23  June 
(EW); 23 June (building), Lake for­
est (PH). Young: 30 July, .JP (PC); 5 
Aug. , Spfld (DB). MC : 20. DWFP , 12  

June (AA); 5 ,  Spfld, 27 June (DB).  
Others: Saganashkcc Slough (8 prs.). 
17 June (EW); JP (5 prs.), June/July 
(PC). 

Loggerhead Shrike 
Nests: Franklin County ( 4 eggs), 6 
June (LS); near Rockford (pr. with 2 
fledged yg.),  "summer" (AB). Olh­
ers: Kendall Counly B .B .S . (pr.), 1 7  

June (CMc, JMc); s .  Warren C o  (pr.), 
1 June (VK); Manito (Mason Co), 23 

June (VK); Chesterville (DeWitt Co), 
1 - 15  July (RC); Argenta (Macon Co), 
1 1  June (MD); Spfld (2), 14 June 
(DD); n.w. Sangamon Counly (2), 14 

June (DB);  s.w. Sangamon County, 
27 June & 27 July (DB); Jasper Counly 
( 1 3  prs.), June/July (JW). 

European Starling 
MC: 1 1 49, JP, 4 Aug.  (PC). 

White-eyed Vireo 
RCSP, (5 June & 3 July (BG); I & M 
Canal bike palh (Cook Co) (2 males), 
early June (SL); PCFP (3 males), 16  

June (EW); Willow Springs (male), 3 
June(GWi); threc c. Will County F.P.s 
( 1 1 = 10 males, 1 female), 21  May-1 
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Fledgling Ovenbird, Will Co. 25 June 1995. Photo by 
Joe B. Milosevich 

July (JM); Oregon (Ogle Co) (ad.), 1 8  June (CMc, JMc); Ottawa 
(ad.), 1 6  June (CMc, JMc); Spfld (male), 2 1  June (DB). 

Bell's Vireo 
Nests: Clin.L, 25 June (RC, MD); Farmer City (Ford Co) (2 
eggs), 25 June (RC). MC: 5+, Franklin County, 9 June-1 0  July 
(LS); 3 (males), DPCA, 1 7  June & 2 July (AS); 3, Spf;d. 1 0  July 
(DB) . .  Others: SPFP (2), June (JSu); RCSP (pr.), June/July 
(BG); Nachusa Grasslands (3 prs.), 21 May-1 8  July (AH et al.); 
McCune Sand Prairie (Bureau Co) (ad.), 1 1  June (CMc, JMc); 
Vlin. L (pr.), 24 June (MD); RLCA (male), June/July (KR). 
Yellow-throated Vireo 
Nest: Saganashkee Slough, 1 6-24 June (EW & JL). MC: 6 
(males), two e. Will County F.P.s, 6 & 1 6  June (JM); 6 (males), 
Fox Ridge S.P, 1 7  June (RC). Others: RCA (3-4 singing males), 
June & July (SD); Willow Springs (male), 10 June (AA); Palos 
Heights (pr.), 13 June (AA); SCFP (2 males), 4-24 June (AA); 
Nachusa Grasslands (Ogle/Lee Co) (2 males), 5 June-2 July 
(AH). 

Warbling Vireo 
Nests: Saganashkee Slough (building), 17 June (EW); Spfld 
(building), 4 May (DB). MC: 2 1  (males), LCal, 1 2  June (WM); 
1 4, Chi (Wolf Lake), 5 June (WM); 1 1  (males), JP, June (PC); 1 0, 
Saganashkee Slough, 1 7  June (EW); 10, Spfld, 10 & 14 June 
(DB). 

Red-eyed Vireo 
Nests: Ryder's W. (McHenry Co) (building), 12 July (RBa). 
Young: JP (begging yg.), 15 Aug.  (PC). MC: 46, four e. Will 
County F.P.s, 4-24 June (JM); 15+ (males), Fox Ridge S.P., 1 7  
June (RC); 9 (8 males), BWFP, 1 2  June (AA). Others : J P  (4 
males), late June (PC). 

Blue-winged Warbler 
Young: Marengo Ridge (McHemy Co) (pr. with fledgling), 20 
July (RB a); e. Will Co F.P. (ad. + yg.), 30 June-1 July (JM). MC: 
1 3  ( 10 males), lwo e. Will County F.P.s, 21 May-10 July (JM); 
7 (males), Cherry Hill W., 5 - 17 June (CT); 6 (males), Lake 
Porest, late June (PH fide EW); 6, Willow Springs, 3 -4 June 
(GWi); 4, LMSF, 9 June (EW). Olhers: Marengo Ridge (2 
males), 7 June (RBa); RCA (2), 4 June (SD); BWFP (3 males), 
1 2  June (AA); Poplar Creek F.P. (male), early June (JMe, DH); 
SCFP (2 prs.), 4-24 June (AA); DGEFG (male), 2 June (CF); 
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PCFP (2 males), 3 June (AS); Nachusa Grasslands (Ogle/Lee 
Co) (male), 1 3  June (AH); Oregon (Ogle Co) (2 ad.), 1 8  June 
(CMc, JMc); Banner Marsh (Peoria Co), 23 June (KR); New 

Salem S.P. (Menard Co) (2 males), 10 June (CO). 

Northern Panda 
MC: 1 2  (males), Fox Ridge S.P., 17 June (RC). Olhers:  Urbana 

(at a prairie restoration site), 18 June (RC); Spfkl (male), 2-26 
June (DB); n.w. Sangamon Counly (male), 28 June (DB). 

Yellow Warbler 
Nests: JP ( 4 eggs), 5 June (PC) ; Sang.L (building), 5 June (DB). 

Young: Stickney (3 fledglings), 20 June (RH). MC: 45 (39 
males), SCFP, 3 - 17  June (AA); 3 1  (males), LCal, 12 June (WM); 

24, Saganashkee Slough, 17 June (UW). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 
Nests: two e. Will County F.P.s (2 nests), 28 June-11..I!!ly (JM). 
Others: LMSF (4 males), 8 July (AS); RCA (male), 1 June- 1 2  
July (SD); Poplar Creek F.P. (male), early June (JMe, DH); 
SCFP (2 males), 3 June (AA); four e. Will Counly F.P.s (9 = 6 

males, 3 females), 30 May-1 1 July (JM); LMSF (3 males), 9 June 
(EW) and (male), 1 8  June (CMc, JMc); PCFP, 16 June (EW); 
Leroy Oaks F.P. (Kane Co) (male), 28 June (EW). 

Black-throated Green Warbler 

LMSF (3 males), 9 June (EW) and (male), 2 July (CMc, JMc) and 
8 July (AS); RCA (3 males), 17 June (SD); Iroquois W.F.P. 
(Cook Co) (male), 9 June (AA). 

Yellow-throated Vireo on nest at Saganashkee Slough, 
Cook Co. 17 June 1 995. Photo by Eric Walters. 
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Yellow-throated Warbler 
Winnebago County (5 males in 4 locations), 12 June, and (3 of 
these males), thm 3 1  July (BG); n.w. Grundy County (2 ad.), 24 

June (CMc, JMc); Wedron (La Salle Co) (ad.), 25 June (CMc, 

JMc); LMSF (6 males), 9 June (EW) and (ad.), 2 July (CMc, 

JMc); Fox Ridge S.P. (3 males), 17 June (RC); Spfld (2), 12 June 

and (male), 26 June (DB). 

Prairie Warbler 

Sangchris Lake S.P. (Chris­

tian Co) (male), 3 June 

(CO). 

Cerulean Warbler 
Sagan as hkee S lo ugh 

(male), 17  June (EW); Fox 

Ridge S .P. (6 males), 1 7  
June (RC). 

Black-and-white War­
bler Grant Woods F. 

P. (Lake Co), June/July (IB 
fide EW); PCFP (male), 1 6  

June (EW); Saganashkee 

Slough, 17 June (EW). 

American Rcdstart 

MC: 1 6  (males), Saga­

nashkee Slough, 17 June 

(EW). Others: LMSF <3 This bird was also 
males), 8 July (AS); SCFP 

(pr.), 4 June (AA); JP (pr.), 

1 -2 1  June and (male) thru 

30 June (PC );  Nachusa 

Grasslands (Ogle/Lee Co) 

( 1 st-year male), 13 June 

found singing on 
territory 7 July 1995. 
Photo by Joe B. 
Milosevich. 

(AH); Spfld (female), 2 1 -25 June (DB). 

Prothonotary Warbler 

June (AS); FGP (male), 24 June (JS); Fox Ridge S .P. ( 1 2  males), 

17 June (RC); Spfld ( L -2 prs.),  2-26 June (DB );  n .w .  Sangamon 
County (male), 6 June (DB) .  

Mourning Warbler 
Palos (Papoose L) (male), 13 June (/\/\); e. Will County F.l'. 

(male), 24 June (JM). 

Common Yellowthroat 
MC: 29, Beaverdam B .B .S.  (Pope Co), 20 June (VK); 28 (25 

males), SCFP, 3-17 June (AA); 17 ,  Spflcl, 14 June (DB ).  

Commenl: male "singing" Kentucky Warbler song, e. Will 

County F.P., 30 June (JM). 

Hooded Warbler 

RCSP (2 prs . ), June/July (BG); Palos Park W. (2 n . .iles), thru 

22 June (CT); Swallow Cliff W. (male), thru 28 June (CT); 

McClauglu·y Springs W. (male), thru 24 June (CT); Cheny 
Hill W. (male), 5-8 June (CT); Thatcher W. (male), 25 June 

(SL); Willow Springs ( 4), 3-4 June (GWi); two e. Will 

County F.P.s (4 males), 9 June-7 July (JM); FGP (male), 24 

June (JS). 

Canada Warbler 
SCFP (male), 17 June (AA); LMSF 

(male), 2 July (CMc, JMc). 

Yellow-breasted Chat 

Moraine Hills S.P. (McHenry Co) (2 males), 4 June (AS); 

Sangamon Co ( 1 -3 prs. atfour locations), June/July (DB). 
Young: Spfld (2), 22 July (DB).  MC: 5,  Spfld, 9 June 

(DB). 

Worm-eating Warbler 

Male Hooded Warbler, Will 
Co. 16 June 1995. Photo by 
Joe B. Milosevich. 

MC: 2 1 ,  Beaverdam B.B .S .  (Pope 

Co), 20 June (VK); 13 ,  Pulaski 

B .B .S. (Pulaski/ Alexander Co), 22 

June (VK); 7, While County, 7 

June (VK); 5 (males), DPCA, 2 

July (AS); 4 (males), ,pcFP, 1 6  

June (EW); 3 (males), Fox Ridge 

S.P., 17 June (RC); 3, Spfld, 28 

June (DB). Others: RCSP (2), 5 
June (BG); Willow Springs, 3 June 

(GWi); Iroquois County C.A. (2), 

24 June (AS); Grundy Co B.B.S .  

(2 ad.), 17  June (CMc, Jmc); Sang 
L (male), 20 July (DB). 

Summer Tanager 

Fox Ridge S .P. (2 males), 5 June (RC); Spfld, 2 June (DB). 

Ovenbird 
Young: Tbatcher W. (fledling), 27 June (SL). MC: 18 (males), 

LMSF, 9 June (EW) and ("many"), 2 July (CMc, JMc); 14 ( 10  

males, 2 females, 2 yg.), four e. Will County F.P. 's ,  21  May-7 

July (JM). Others: Marengo Ridge (McHenry Co), 7 June-21 

July (RBa); RCA (6), 1 June-12 July (SD); Glenview (male), 8 

June (MM); BWFP (3 males), 1 2  June (AA); Chippewa W. F.P. 

(male), 9 June (AA); SCFP (male), 24 June (AA); DGEFP (2 

males), 2-28 June (CF); PCFP (2 males), 3 June (AS); Nachusa 

Grasslands (Ogle/Lee Co) (3 males), 5-13 June (AH); FGP 

(male), 24 June (JS). 

Louisiana Waterthrush 

McClaughry Springs W. (2 males), 5 June (1 singing thru 30 
June) (CT); Palos Park W. (male), 5 June (CT); e .  Will Counly 
F.P. (2), 4 & 28 June (JM); Fox Ridge S.P. (5 = family including 

singing male), 5 June (RC). 

Kentucky Warbler 

LMSF (male), 8 July (AS): RCS!' (pr.), June/July (BG); e. Will 
County F.P. (2 males), 2 1  May & 7 July (JM); Joliet (male), 1 1  
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MC: 7, Belknap B .B . S .  (Johnson 

Co), 21 June (VK). Others: Glenview (male), early June (MM); 

e. Will County F.P. (male), 30 June-7 July (JM); Utica (La Salle 

Co) (male), 1 1 -15 June and (female), 29 June (CMc, JMc); Fox 

Ridge S.P. (female and 2 males), 5 June and 17 June, resp. (RC). 

Scarlet Tanager 

Nest: RCA (building), 1 June (SD). MC: 10+ (males), Fox Ridge 

S .P., 17 June (RC); 8, Spfld, 2 June (DB). Others: BWFP (2 

males), 12 June (AA); SCFP (pr.), 24 June (AA); four e. Will Co 

F.P. (3 1 ad., 1 yg.), 4 June-1 1 July (JM). 

Northern Cardinal 

MC: 77, Beaverdam B .B .S.  (Pope Co), 20 June (VK); 67, 

Pulaski B .B .S. (Pulaski/ Alexander Co), 22 June (VK). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
MC: 8, Spflcl, 13 June (DB); 7 (5 males), SCFP, 3-4 June (AA); 

5,  PCFP, 16 June (EW). 

Blue Grosbeak 

MC: 8, Beaverdam B.B.S .  (Pope Co), 20 June (VK); 5 (males), 

Franklin Co, 23 June-24 July (LS). Others: Savanna Ar!!!.)' 
Jknot (Jo Daviess Co) (J!L), 16- 18  June (LO); Mahomet 
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(C hampaign Co) (male), 24 June (RC); Clin.L (pr.), 24 June-3 1 
July+ (MD, RC); SRSF (3 males), 17 June (MD); e. Sangamon 
County (male), 29 June (DD).  

Indigo Bunting 
Nest: Spfld (wilh cowbird eggs), 2 June (DB). MC: 54, Pulaski 
B .B .S .  (Pulaski/Alexander Co), 22 June (VK); 53,  Beaverdam 
B .B.S .  (Pope Co), 20 June (VK); 30, Spfld, 27 June (DB); 29, 
Olney B .B .S.  (Riehland/Wayne Co), 8 June (VK); 22, PCFP, 16 
June (EW); 22 (19 males), DW FP, 12 June (AA); 14  ( 1 3  males), 
SCFP, 3 June (AA). 

Dickcisscl 
Nest: Spfl<l (building), 13 June (DB) .  MC: 100+, Dailey 
(Champaign Co), 18 June-2 July (RC); 60, Plora B.B.S .  (Clay 
Co), 5 June (RC); 45, Spfld, 10 June (DD); 25, Camp Point 
D .B.S .  (Adams Co), 2 June (VK); 18, Burnt Prairie B .B.S.  
(White Co), 7 June (VK) ;  15, Terre Haute B .B.S.  (Henderson 
Co), 14 June (VK); 14, Stillwell B.B.S.  (Hancock Co), 1 June 
(VK); 7, H untley (McHenry Co), 4 June (AS); 7 (males), PCFP, 
16 June (EW); 6 (males), e. Will Counly F.P., 1 6  June (JM); 6, 
GLPSP, 15 July (AS). Others: Winnebago County, good num­
bers after 5 June (BG); Nachusa Grasslands (Ogle/Lee Co) (5 
males), 13 June-25 July (AH); Mattieson S .P. (La Salle Co) 
(many males & females), June/July (CMc, JMc); JCPCS (abun­
dant), June/July (JW); 7 July, Jr_ (PC). 

Rufous-sidcd Towhee 
Young: Spfld, 2 1  July (DD). MC: 19, Beaverdam B.B .S. (Pope 
Co), 20 June (VK); 1 1 , Belknap B.B .S.  (Johnson Co), 21 June 
(VK); 6 (males), LMSF, 9 June (EW); 6 (males), PCFP, 16 June 
(EW); 6 (males), SCFP, 4-17 June (AA); 5,  Spfld, 20 June (DB). 

Chipping Sparrow 

Young: Spfld, 7 July (DB). MC: 1 8, Monticello B>B>S. (Piatt/ 
McLean Co), 9 June (RC); 14, Spfld, 13 June (DB). 

Field Sparrow 

Nests: SPFP ( 4 eggs), 14 June (JSu); e. Will County F.P. (3 yg.), 
16 June (JM). Young: Spfld, 26 July (DB). MC: 53 (46 males), 
SCFP, 3 - 17  June (AA); 30 (23 males), PCFP, 16 June (EW); 1 8, 
Spfld, 28 June (DB). 

Vesper Sparrow 
MC: 34, Fairland B.B.S .  (Champaign/Piatt Co), 4 June (RC); 34, 
Monlicello B.B.S.  (Piatt/McLean Co), 9 June (RC); 7, w. Will 
Counly, 25 June (JM); 3, Spfld, 6 & 10 June (DD). Others: SCFP 
(male), 4 June (AA). 

Lark Sparrow 
Young: Nachusa Grasslands (Ogle/Lee Co), 4 June (AH). Oth­
ers: Iroquois Counly C.A. (4), 24 June (AS); McCune Sand 
Prairie (B ureau Co) (ad.), 1 1  June (CMc, JMc); Terre Hau te 
B.B.S .  (Henderson Co) (3 males), 14 June (VK); s.e. Ford Co, 2 
July (RC).  

Savannah Sparrow 
Nest: SPFP (5 eggs), 1 2  June (JSu). MC: 45, SPPP, in June (JSu); 
36 (30 males), St. Michael' s  Reservoir, 8 June (AA); 26 (20 
males), SCFP, 3-24 June (AA). Others : n.w. Sangamon Counly 
(1 -2), 28 June-26 July (DB); JCPCS (5 prs .), June/July (JW). 
Grasshopper Sparrow 
Young: Decatur (4 fledglings), 9 July (RC). MC: 20, SPFP, in 
June (JSu);  20, l ;lora B .B .S .  (Clay Co), 5 June (RC) ;  17 (males), 
Nachusa Grasslands (Ogle/Lee Co), 21 May-25 July (All); 7, 
Spfld, 28 June (DD ); 6 (males), l)(JEFG, June/July (Cl;). Others: 
Mallieson S.P. (I .a Salle Co) (many males), fone/July (CMc, 
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JMc); JCPCS (abundant), June/July (JW). 

Henslow 's Sparrow 

P FP(7 male.s) ,3 June (AS)-only present on 16 June-14 July 
(EW); Orla11d Park ( 10 males). 18 June (AS); Im 1uois Counly 
· .A. (4 males), 24 June (AS); J)P A (male), 17 Juue & 2 Jul y 
(i'\S); Mattiessen S.P. (La Salle Co-1 l ounty ·re<:ord) 2), 9 
July & 19 Aug. e'CMc, JMc); RLCA (male), June/July (KR); 
JCPCS (33 males in two colonies). June/July (JW). 

Song Sparrow 

MC: 104, SPFP, in June (JSu); 75 (53 males), SCFP, 3 - 1 7  June 
(AA); 49, Burnt Prairie B .B .S .  (While Co), 7 June (VK); 46 (44 
males), LCal, 12 June (WM); 33,  Spfld. 1 3  June (DB). 

Swamp Sparrow 
MC: 14, SPFP, in June (JSu); 6 (males), Chi (Powderhorn 
Marsh), 8 June (WM). Others: SCFP (2 males), 17 June (AA); 
St. Michael' s Reservoir (male), 8 June (AA); PCFP, 16 June 

(EW). 

Bobolink 
MC: 85, B artel Grassland, lO June (AS); 65, SPFP in June (JSu); 
54 (42 males, 10  females), SCFP, 3-24 June (AA); 25, Orland 
Park F.P., 1 8  June (AS); 15 ( 14  males), St. Michael' s  Reservoir, 
8 June (AA); 7 (5 males, 2 females), Nachusa Grasslands (Ogle/ 
Lee Co), 10 July (AH); 7 (males), D anner Marsh (Peoria Co), 7 
July (KR). 
Red-winged Blackbird 

Nests: SPFP (4 eggs), 20 May (JSu); 24 Junc (2 yg.) ,  SPFP (JSu). 
MC: 469, Flora B .B.S.  (Clay Co), 5 June (RC);  1 80, Spfld, 1 0  
June (DB); 1 34, LCal, 12  June (WM). 

Eastern Meadowlark 

Nest: SPFP (1 egg), 28 May (JSu). MC: 76, Flora B .D.S.  (Clay 
Co), 5 June (RC); 35, SPFP, in June (JSu); 30, Splld, 14 June 
(DB); 19 ( 16  males), SCFP, 3-24 June (AA). Others: JCPCS 

(abundant), June/July (JW). 
Western Meadowlark 
MC: 20, Buda B.B.S.  (B ureau/Stark Co), 15 June (VK) ;  10, 
Stillwell B .B.S.  (Hancock Co), l June (VK); 9, Pontiac B .B .S .  
(Livingston Co), 13 June (VK). Others: w. Will County (male), 
25 June (JM); Mansfield (Piatt Co), 9 June (RC); Decatur (male), 
4 Apr-3 1 July+ (MD, m.ob.); JCPCS (male-new for Lhe site), 
June/July (JW). 
Yellow-headed Blackbird 
Young: DGEFG (5 yg.), 1 1 -21 July (CF); Chi (Egger's W.) (3 
successful nests, 1 -2 yg./nest), 5 June-3 July (WM). MC: 9 (5 
males, 2 females,  2 i.rnm.), Chi (Egger' s W.), 5 June (WM); 8 (5 
males, 3 females), LCal, 12  June (WM). Others: DGEFG (6 = 

4 males, 2 females), 5 June (CF); Havana (Mason Co)(2 prs . ), 
June/July (KR, m.ob.). 

Brewer's Blackbird 
IDSP (pr. carrying food), 25 June (AS). 

Common Grackle 
Nest: Evanston, 20 Mar. (EW). MC: 200, Spflcl, 20 July (DB ) .  

Brown-headed Cowbird 
MC: 1 20, Spfld, 17 July (DB). 

Orchard Oriole 
Nest: Saganashkee Slough, 1 6  June (EW). Young: e. Sangamon 
Counly (subad. male feeding fledgling), 1 2  July (DD) .  MC: 3,  
Spfld, 14 June (DB) .  Others : Porlar Creek F . l' .  (male), early 
June (JMc, DH); Palos l leighls (male), 1 3  June (AA); Willow 
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Springs, 3 June (GWi); e. Will County F.P. (male), 4 June & 1 1  
July (JM); Nachusa Grasslands (Ogle/Lee Co) (2 males), 1 3  
June-1 8  July (AH). 

Northern Oriole 

Nest: 23 June, Lake Forest (PH). Young: Spfld, 20 July (DB ). 
MC: 20 ( 15 males), Saganashkee Slough, 1 7  June (EW); 11 (8 
males), BWFP, 1 2  June (AA); 1 1  (8 males), SCFP, 3-17 June 
(AA). Others: JP (8 prs. ), June/July (PC). 

House Finch 

Nests: Evanston, 22 Feb. (EW). 

American Goldfinch 
Nest: SPFP (building), 13 June (JSu). 

Breeding: JP (8 territories), mid-August 
and begging juvenals, 4 Sep. (PC). MC: 
50, LCal, 12  June (WM); 25 ( 1 8  males), 
PCFP, 16 June (EW); 18 ,  Spfld, 24 July 
(DB). 

House Sparrow 
MC: 497, JP, 20 Aug. (PC). 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow 

Nests: Spfld (building), 28 June (DB). 
MC: 1 1 ,  Spfld, 23 June (DB);  6, RLCA, 
29 July (RC). Others: Manito (n. Mason 
Co), 23 June (VK). 

EXOTICS�������-

Monk Parakeet 
JP ( 10- 1 2  nesting prs. = about 25% of the 
greater south-side Chicago population), 
June/July and evidence of successful 
breeding when 61 were present (includ­
ing a single flock of 3 2), 27 Aug. (PC); 
Berwyn (3 prs . ,  2 nests), 2 June (RH); 
Carol Stream (Du Page Co) ( 4 prs .), June/ 
July (fide RH); Zion, June/July (fideEW). 

NON-BREEDING SUMMER 

OCCURRENCES ������-

Blue-winged Teal 
LCal (13 ads .), 12 June (WM); Arcola (Douglas Co) (male), 4 
June (RC); Spfld (2 pr.), 2-20 June (DB). MC: 6. Spflcl, 1 7  & 27 
July (DB) .  

Northern Shoveler 
LCal (male), 2-4 July (JL); GLPSP, 3 June (RC. m.ob.) 

Gadwall 
LCal (5 = 4 males, 1 femalc), 12  June (WM); LCal (fcmale),2 
July (WM). 

Redhead 
Slickney (male). 2 June-7 July (RH). 

Ring-neckL'CI Duck 
DGEFG (male), 15 May-28 July (Cf); 
Stickney (female), 2 June-7 July (RH); 
Sang.L (male), th.ru 27 June (DB). 

Lesser Scaup 
RCSP (male), thru 25 June (BG); 
Stickney (female), 2 June (RH); LCal 
(male), 6 May-22 July (JL); Spfld 
(male), June/July (DB).  

Hooded Merganser 
Middlefork F.P. (Champaign Co) (fe­
male), 2 July (RC). 

Common Merganser 
Spfld (male). th.ru 1 1  July (DB).  

Ruddy Duck . 
LCal (2), 17 June (JL); Spflcl (female), 
lhru 21 July (DB) .  

Broad-winged Hawk 
Spfld (subad.), 6 & 21 June (DB) .  

Sora 
LCal, 17 June (JL). 

American Coot 

Sangamon County ( 1 -2 at 2 locations), 
June/July (DB ). 

Sandhill Crane 

Carlyle, 20 June (*MS). Common Loon 
Spfld, 29 June (DB). 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Spfld, 5 June (DB). 

Western Kingbird, Springfield, IL. 19 
June 1 995. Photo by Dennis Oehmke. 

Ring-billed Gull 

JP ( 1 2 90), 8 June (PC); JP (247 
juvenals), 1 6  July (PC). 

Double-crested Cormorant 
Spfld, ( 1 -2), 12 June-25 July (DB). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron 
JP (1 4), June (KC fide PC). 

TUNDRA SWAN 
Dickson Mounds (Fulton Co) (ad.), 28-30 June (KR). 

Green-winged Teal 
Glacial Park (McHenry Co) (male), 9 June (BM, JSn fide RBa); 
DGEFG (pr.), 15 May-19 June (CF); LCal (2 males), 2 July 
(WM, CA); Chi (Powderhorn Marsh) (male), 8 June (WM); 
Arcola (Douglas Co) (male),  1 July (RC); Decatur (2 pr.), June/ 
July (MD). 

American Black Duck 
Middlefork F.P. (Champaign Co) (ad.), Ll!!!x (RC). 

Northern Pintail 
Spfld (female), June/July (DD ). 

Vol. Si  No. l 

Herring Gull 
JP (41 ), 8 June (PC). 

Glaucous Gull 
Chi (Montrose) (ad.), 10 June (JL). 

Caspian Tern 

Wilmette (2), 1 6  June (EW); JP (3), June/July (PC); LCal (2), 
June/July (JL); Saganashkee Slough, 1 7  June (EW). 

Common Tern 
JP (ad.), 26 June (PC); LChau (ad . ), 28 .June (KR). 
Black-billed Cuckoo 
E. Sangamon County, 29 June (DB).  

Belted Kingfisher 
JP, 28 July (PC). 

Western Kingbird 

Manito (Mason Co), J 6 June (JH) & 1 2  .July (KR); Spflcl, 19-29 
June (l)B). 
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SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER 

Glacial Park (McHenry Co), 6 June (DMi --photo ) .  

Solitary Vireo 
Shirland (n. Winnebago Co) (male singing), 1 7-24 July (DG). 

Black-throated Green Warbler 

Cherry Valley (Winnebago Co) (male), 10 June (BG). 

Canada Warbler 
Shirland (n. Winnebago Co) (male), 26 June (BG). 

White-throated Sparrow 
Chi (male), 1 6-22 June (AA). 

White-crowned Sparrow 
Mendota (La Salle Co) (at feeder). 16 June (JI-Ia) . 

EX011CS _____________ _ 

Trumpeter Swan 

CBG (pr. released this past Apr.) (fide EW); Snicartc (Mason 
Co) (ad), 17 June (MD). 

Ringed (Collared) Turtle-Dove 
Chi (pr.), 4 Apr.-2 Aug. (RH); Homer (Champaign Co), 9 June 
(JS). 

- Kleen, Natural Heritage Division 
Department of Natural Resources 

524 S. 2nd St., Springfield, IL 
62701-1 787 

Send seasonal reports to: 

l<'all Migration - (1 August - 30 November) 
Due 7 December • Robert Chapel, 

306 1/2 West California , Urbana, IL 61801 

Winter Season - (1 December - 28 February) 
Due 7 March • Robert Danley, 

2201 Clay Street, Murphysboro, IL 62966 

Spring Migration - (1 March - 31 May) 
Due 7 June • Myrna Deaton, 

4540 E. Spruce St., Decatur, IL 62526 

Breeding Season - (1 June - 31 July) 
Due 7 August • Vernon Kleen 

Illinois Department of Conservation 
Natural Heritage Division 

524 S. Second St., Springfield, IL 62701 
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NATURE'S CORNER . 847-369-3636 
WILD BIRD PRODUCTS 

Almost 100 kinds of BIRD FEEDERS • More than 40 kinds of WILDLIFE FOOD 

Birdbaths, heaters, poles, houses, books, fieldguides, binos, scopes, packs and more 

NATURE'S GIFTS 
Arl and limited edition prints, porcelains, musicals, mugs, tee and sweat shirLs, stone critlers, gardening and nature 

books, toys, puppets, puzzles, minerals, wind chimes, jewelry, cards, calendars, audio and video tapes. 
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WATER GARDENING S UPPLIES 
Pond kits, liners, pumps, filters, fountains, water Lest kits and pond care products. 

10-8 WEEKDAYS ,  10-6 SAT., 1 -5 SUN. • 566 S. Rr. 59 NAPERVILLn, IL 
/\CROSS FROM THE FOX VALLEY MALL NEAR VENTURE 
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- - -- -- -::'S(J�MlSSlOl\f 'µ;•lKPRM.A TION. 

� We welcome manuscripts, photographs, and illustrations for possible publication in Meadowlark. 

� Article topics include unusual bird sightings and nesting accounts , technical papers on bird research, 
and other articles such as bird finding guides and field identification tips . Joy of birding articles will be 
considered. 

� Manuscripts should be typewritten or com­
puter-generated, double spaced and on only one side 
of numbered pages. Please send two copies of your $0Jl.$qJm'ilr}.Ql"{ JNJl6nMA'l�lQN 
manuscript and make sure you keep another for 
yourself. � � � � � 

� If you are able, submit a computer disc in ascii 
file or for Word Perfect 5 . 1 .  

� Include name, address, and day and night time 
phone numbers. Other pertinent information about 
your qualifications and background is also helpful. 

Members of the Illinois Ornithological Society 

receive Meadowlark, the quarterly journal, plus Wings 
Over The Prairie, the IOS newsletter. Members are 
also invited to special field trips, the annual meeting, 
and other IOS functions.  

� We prefer clear black and 
white or color print photographs. 
Color slides may also be accept­
able. 

Nothing ::: Best! 
To join or send a gift subscrip­
tion , send your name or that of 

the gift recipient, address, and 
telephone number along with fee 
to : � We reserve the right to re­

view and edit articles according to 
style, grammar, accuracy, and read­
ability. 

181 Send articles, photographs, 
and inquiries to : 

U P S T A R T  

C R  0 W 

IOS 
P.O. Box 1971  
Evanston, IL 60204- 1 97 1 .  

Sheryl De Vore, Chief Editor 
967 Braeburn 

Mundelein, IL 60060. 
Featuring the Very Best 

In Birding Optics! 

Back issues of Volume 1 ,  2, 3 
and 4 are still available for $5 
each. 

ZEISS Fees: 
181 Pen and ink drawings are 

also accepted. Contact: 

KOWA, BAUSCH &. LOMB 

NIKON, CELESTRON 

BUSHNELL, SWlfT, OPTOLYTH 

Individual $20 
Family $30 

Full-time student $ 10  
Contributor $50 - $99 
Supporter $100 - $499 

Den is Kania 
1536 Preston Road 

Naperville, IL 60563. 2 1 1 2  Central St. • Evanston IL  
708-33Z-2769(CROW) • 800-404-5959 

Sponsor $500 

B I N OCU L A R S  R E PA I R E D  
C U STOM S A LES 

The right binocular at the right price 

Herb Koehler - Owner 
Binocular Technician 45 years 

Estimates: No Cost or Obligation 

• 
T E LE-O PT I CS 

5514 Lawrence Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60630 

(31 2) 283-7757 

,8prtnghmlSr begins where the 
travel brochures leave off. 

Read about the real Southern Illinois: 
History, folklore, humor, recipes, and letters­

always plenty of letters. 
One-year subscription (6 issues) $ 1 5.00 

�pringbous.e 
P.O. Box 61 • Herod, IL 62947 

Tel. No. (618) 252-3341 



Precarious Pose 

This Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, 
appearing a bit nervous before testing the 

waters, was photographed on 13 June 1995 
at Jackson Park Wooded Isle in Chicago, 

Cook Co. by Thomas Jackman. 

The bird remained until 2 July 1995 
and attempted to nest on one of the 

islands in the East Lagoon with a small 
colony of Black-crowned Night-Herons. 

The Yellow-crowned Night-Herons 
failed to produce young. 


